


The ECPE Speaking test
The ECPE Speaking test takes about 2535 minutes and consists of five different stages designed to
provide candidates with the opportunity to interact with each other and with the two examiners.

• Stage 1: Introduction and warmup
• Stage 2: Allow test takers to learn about the decision 
   they will make and get familiar with the options
• Stage 3: Come to an agreement on one single option
• Stage 4A: Plan a presentation
• Stage 4B: Make a formal, persuasive presentation 
   that the option they have chosen is the best one
• Stage 5: Defend the decision by answering some questions

Speaking Tutor
The ECPE Speaking Tutor includes Speaking tips and advice for candidates preparing for the
Michigan ECPE exam. Model answers for each Speaking test are also provided along with 
Useful Vocabulary and Set phrases.
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Stage 2: The task
In this part of the test you will be presented with your task by the examiner. You will learn about the decision that you will be 
asked to make and presented with two options. Your partner will be given two alternative options to choose from. These could
be anything from candidates for a job, books to read, projects to fund or excursions to go on, etc. You will have time to study
your two options and work out how you are going to present them to your partner. The important thing is that everyone has a
good understanding of all four options by the end of this stage. 

Approaching the task
Look at these Stage 1 questions:
What do you enjoy most about the neighborhood where you live? (opinion)
Do you think you are likely to relocate in the future? (speculation)
Are you currently a student, or do you have a job?
Do you think your personality has changed over the years? (opinion)
Do you tend to relax at home, or go out in your free time?
Do you believe technology has changed how you choose to be entertained? (opinion)
Now look at the first question again and the two answers below.

Approaching the task
When you are given your prompt cards, you will then be given a set of
instructions to set the scene and two of the possible options. Quickly
read through the prompt cards and work out the pros and cons of each
option. You may take notes if you wish to. You will not be marked on
your notes. You can use your prompt cards when you tell your partner
about the options, so don’t worry that you have to remember everything.
     This stage is just to present all the information, so you do not make 
     a decision at this point.
Don’t forget that when your partner tells you about their options you must
listen carefully as their options might be more appropriate than yours.

Answer 1
I like my neighborhood because I’ve lived there all
my life and it’s a great place to live.
Answer 2
The thing I particularly like about my neighborhood
is its superb location, close to the coast and the fact
that we have all the everyday facilities that are
needed within easy reach.
In Answer 1 the language is correct and the student
has vaguely answered the question. 
However, the range of language is limited for this
level and the information is not specific enough.
In Answer 2 the student has given a much fuller 
answer with a range of tenses, phrases, adverbs and
adjectives. 
Answer the questions above trying to give full
answers like that of answer 2.

Stages 1 & 2 ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR

Exam Tip
Think about different aspects of
your life and work out ways to talk
about them in an interesting way by
using more challenging adjectives,
adverbs, idioms, etc. 
You can also do this by looking up
synonyms and antonyms for words
that you use often. This will help
you to stop repeating the same
words and phrases when you speak
and will gain you a better mark.

Exam Tip
Try to tell your partner the
information in a clear way that
is easy for them to understand.
Use your own words as much as
possible rather than just reading
out the information on the
prompt card.

Stage 1: The task
Stage 1 is known as the ‘Introduction and Warm‐up’ part of the speaking test and consists of some questions about your life 
and interests. These questions will be asked individually to you and your partner by the examiner.
Typical questions about your studies/job, where you live, your hobbies and interests and your personality are all very common.
However, unlike at lower levels, the ECPE Speaking Test will sometimes require you to give your opinion and speculate a little
in Stage 1. Generally the questions start about you and your personal life, then ask you to make opinions and then move into
more speculative territory.

Test 1
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Test

SPEAKING TEST 1 Movies

Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King 
The following list provides some relevant information about The Lord of the Rings: 
The Return of the King and comments made by film critics and viewers: 

•     3rd part of a trilogy
•    famous movie / outstanding reviews 
•    received 13 Oscar Awards 
•    solid and captivating plot / exceptional special effects 
•    Oscarwinning music
•    superb cast and acting 
•    too long / people might get bored or tired

Alexander the Great 
The following list provides some relevant information about Alexander
the Great and comments made by film critics and viewers:

•  epic movie based on a comic book about Greek History 
•  ideal for those interested in history 
•  excellent cast and director
•  expensive production
•  battle scenes are impressive and sometimes brilliant action scenes 
•  music by Academy Awardwinning composer 
•  historical events not accurately described and therefore misleading

Candidate 1  
Information Sheet

SPEAKING

1
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Succeed in ECPE 

SPEAKING TEST 1 Movies

Candidate 2  
Information Sheet

The Pirates of the Caribbean: The Dead Man’s Chest 
The following list provides some relevant information about The Pirates of
the Caribbean: The Dead Man’s Chest and comments made by film critics
and viewers:

•   2nd part of a trilogy 
•   fictional and adventurous film 
•   strong cast 
•  interesting story / innovative special effects 
•   amazing visual effects
•   a movie for all the family
•   viewers must be aware of the first part of the trilogy to understand plot

300
The following list provides some relevant information about the
movie 300 and comments made by film critics and viewers:

•   epic movie based on Greek History 
(King Leonidas with 300 men fought the Persians in Thermopylae)

•   outstanding special effects 
•   great photography  
•   interesting characters
•   beautiful scenes  
•   box office success 
•   weak performances   

Test 1

SPEAKING
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Test

Stage 3: The task
In Stage 3 you need to work with your partner. Now, between you, you need to choose the best of the four options available. 
You must be able to justify your choice.

Stage 4: The task
Stage 4 is divided into two tasks. First of all, in Part A you and your partner must plan your presentation to present to the 
examiner who now plays a part in the role play. Then, in Part B you will both make a formal presentation to the examiner
to convince them that you have come up with the best choice. 

Approaching the task
In order to do this you will need to express an opinion on each choice and say which you think is the best. It is possible that 
you may agree with your partner on the best choice but if you don’t agree at first, then you need to weigh up the pros and
cons until you do reach the same conclusion. Remember only ONE option is allowed. 

This collaborative task requires the following skills:
    sustaining an interaction               exchanging ideas  expressing and justifying opinions

 agreeing/disagreeing  suggesting  reaching a decision through negotiation
      evaluating  speculating 

Approaching the task
It is important that you and your partner work as a team in Stage 4.
Decide who will start the presentation and who will present each point.
If the examiner asks questions it’s fine for both of you to give a response.
Try to make the presentation as balanced as possible; in other words,
neither candidate should dominate the conversation. 
You can use notes to help you and, at this stage, you may also look at
your partner’s prompt card and notes if it helps. 

Useful language connected to movies
be on the edge of your seat a box office hit
the critics’ choice a classic
an allstar cast an intriguing plot
stunning special effects have a wide appeal
appropriate for all ages subtitles/dubbing 
different genres (for foreign movies)
     

Useful language to present your decision

After considerable thought ...
We are in agreement that ...
It is clear to us both that ...
All things considered ... 
Without a shadow of a doubt ...
The clear favorite of all the options was ...
The reason we believe this is ...
Due to the fact that ...

Stages 3 & 4

Exam Tip
Do not dominate the conversation. If your
partner is talking more than you, politely
make a point by saying something like:
May I just add something? or, 
If I could make a point here ...

1ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR
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Succeed in ECPE 

Approaching the task
Listen very carefully to what the examiner says as he or she might ask a
question from a slightly different angle of the topic. Make sure that you
actually answer the question and don’t go off topic or answer with an
irrelevant response. For example, after you have presented a movie
choice for the opening of a film festival the examiner might ask you:
What effect does this genre of film have on the audience?
OR
Do you believe that cinemas will be replaced completely by home 
screenings in the future?
Again, listen to any responses your partner makes and react to them
appropriately.

Extra questions from 
the examiner for Stage 5

1. What advantage is there to watching a             
   movie at the cinema rather than at home?
2. Do you think subtitles are better than 
   dubbing for foreign movies?
3. How important is it to explore different 
   genres of movies?
4. Is it possible for a good cast to save a 
   weak plot?
5. How can movies have a positive impact 
   on an audience?

Stage 5: The task
In the final stage of the speaking test the examiner will ask you some 
more questions about your decision and, based on your responses,
more questions on the topic in general. 

Stage 5 Model answer
5. How can movies have a positive impact on an audience?

A movie can be a very influential thing. A good plot with a strong cast can tug at your heartstrings, make you
laugh out loud, inspire you and sow the seeds for dreams and ambitions. Sometimes an audience can be
introduced to ideas and possibilities that may not have occurred to them otherwise. When people are
stressed and feeling generally down, a movie has the power to lift them out of their dreary life for a period
of time and allows them to escape to a world where things are better or even magical. 

Stage 4 Model answer
Interlocutor: I understand that you have reached a decision and you would like to give me your recommendation.
(Candidate) A: Yes, we have.
(Candidate) B: After considerable thought we agreed that The Pirates of The Caribbean was the best choice to kick off the
Film Festival.
A:  Yes, even though this may not have been the obvious choice because it is the second part of a trilogy. Despite this we
believe that it is the only movie that provides allround entertainment for the whole family.
B:  It’s a very exciting action movie so you soon get involved in the story. It’s gripping right from the start as it’s got a strong
plot. It’s the kind of movie that has the audience on the edge of their seats from start to finish.
A:  Exactly and the cast is amazing. There are many really big superstars acting in it which makes the characters believable.
Even though it is a fictional film of course, I found myself totally absorbed in it. There wasn’t a moment when my mind
wandered at all. 
Interlocutor: Is there anything else that makes this film so special?
B:  We thought the special effects were stunning. I believe it is a mix of talented stuntmen and women and also some com
puter graphics.
A:  Definitely, and on top of that the sets are like masterpieces and the locations are exotic and beautiful. I would love to go
to the Caribbean after watching this movie.
B:  To sum up, this movie has the widest appeal without a shadow of a doubt.
A:  Yes, it’s a solid box office hit that is perfect to open the festival.

Test 1
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Stage 2

Let’s look at the first question in Stage 1:

Question
How often do you go to a restaurant?
On the face of it this is a very simple, straightforward question.
You may be tempted to give an answer like this:

Answer A:
I probably go to a restaurant about twice a month. Sometimes
I go more often.

This answer is correct and the use of English is accurate.
However, it does not really meet the needs of the ECPE exam
as it is too basic and unadventurous. 

Look at Answer B:
Answer B:
As I’m a bit of a foodie I eat out as often as I can. I love the
sociable atmosphere that you get in a good restaurant and it’s
a great way to try out new cuisines that you wouldn’t normally
cook at home.

As you can see the candidate has tackled the question in a far
more interesting way and has included a colloquial phrase, ‘a
bit of a foodie’. They have explained why they enjoy eating out
and most importantly have answered the question. The length
of the answer for this section is also correct as they have given
a full answer without speaking for too long.

Stages 1 & 2
ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR

Exam Tip
Although the questions in Stage 1 will not
be too challenging, remember that a high
level of fluency is expected at this level so
you must give full answers using a variety
of language. Avoid answers that are too
short and use this opportunity to show
the examiner that you can speak naturally
in the most casual part of the test.
However, do not make the mistake of
thinking that Stage 1 is not important as it
gives the examiner a valuable first impres
sion of your English skills.

Exam Tip
In Stage 2 you are really working out the advan
tages and disadvantages of two options.
Remember this is going to be based on your opin
ion after you have read the information cards that
will be presented to you. Often it helps to jot
down a few notes as you look through the options
as you can then refer to these when you present
your findings to your partner.

Stage 1

SPEAKING
Time devoted to oral assessment: approx. 2535 minutes.
Candidates are examined in pairs by two Examiners. 
The Test contains five stages as follows: 

Stage 1: Introduction and warmup (35 minutes)
In this stage you are asked nonsensitive, factual background 
information (e.g. family, school, occupation, hobbies), or
questions relating to the theme of the speaking task. 

Potential questions:
�     How often do you go to a restaurant?
�     What is your favorite dish?
�     Have you ever tasted any foreign cuisine? Tell me about 
     your experience.

�     What makes a good restaurant? 

Stage 2: Allow test takers to learn about the 
   decision they will make and get familiar 
   with the options.
In this stage the topic of the speaking task will be introduced
and instructions will be provided. 

Examiner 1:
• The two (three) of you work for a local Chinese restaurant.
• You have been asked by the restaurant owner to help him 
   find a chef. 
• Four (six) candidates have made it to the final selection 
   process.
• Your task is to decide on the best chef, from a choice of 4. 
• Each of you will be given a sheet with descriptions about 
   only two of the four chefs. 
• You will have about 2 minutes to read your sheet and 
   prepare a summary of each chef. Then you will present 
   these two chefs to your partner. The goal is for you both 
   (all) to get information about the four (six) chefs.

You may look at your sheet at any time, but you are not
allowed to read your partner’s sheet. Remember that you do
not need to memorize anything and that you may take notes,
if you wish, but there is no need for notes since you are free 
at any time to ask your partner to repeat or clarify any of the
information he/she is presenting. If you have any questions
about the instructions, please feel free to ask. 
(Examiner 1 hands out information sheets.)

Test 2
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Succeed in ECPE 

Examiner 1: When you are presenting each of your chefs to
your partner, you should use your own words and provide as
much detail as you can, based on the information you have
been given. Listen carefully to your partner so that you can
give him/her your recommendation of the best chef from 
the two chefs he/she will present to you. 
(Candidate 1 presents his/her chefs and Candidate 2 
recommends one of these chefs and vice versa.) 

Examiner 1: Choose one of your two chefs and think of reasons
why you believe it is better. Remember that either chef is good,
but you need to select only one. 
(Candidates present their choice and explain their reasons.)

Stage 3: Consensus Reaching (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will work with your partner to choose the 
best chef by comparing and contrasting the two chefs,
requesting and supplying information, negotiating and 
providing reasons. 

Examiner 1: Now you will compare and contrast the chef you
have chosen with the one your partner has selected. You will
need to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each
chef. Your goal is to choose the best chef. Remember that
either chef is good, but you need to select only one. You also
need to give the reasons for your final decision and explain
why they are important. Remember that you are not allowed
to look at each other’s sheet.    
(Candidates work together and interact.) 

Stage 4: Presenting & Convincing (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will formally present your final decision to 
Examiner 2.
Examiner 1: Now, you will formally present your final decision
to Examiner 2 who plays the role of the restaurant’s manager.

You will each need to present two different reasons and
explain why they are important. You will also need to convince
Examiner 2 that your choice is the best. After your presentation,
Examiner 2 will ask you some questions about your decision.
You can take 23 minutes to plan your presentation and which
reasons you will each present. You may at this point read each
other’s sheet.

Stage 4a: Plan a presentation

Stage 4b: Make a formal, persuasive presentation
    that the option they have chosen is the 
    best one
(Candidates prepare a presentation of their recommendation 
and decide on the reasons each will present.) 
(Examiner 1 introduces Examiner 2.) 
Examiner 2: I understand that you have reached a decision and
you would like to give me your recommendation.  
(Candidates present their recommendation. Each presents two
reasons and justifies them.) 

Stage 5: Justifying & Defending (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will be asked questions about the reasons 
you have provided to justify and defend your final decision.
Questions will depend on your responses. 
(Examiner 2 asks questions.)
(Candidates respond.)
(Examiner 2 closes the speaking test and thanks the candidates 
for their presentation.)

Ex.A: Complete the conversation below between two restaurant owners about their chefs. Use some of the vocabulary
and phrases above to help you. (Sometimes there may be more than one possible option.)

M: Hello Janey. How’s your new chef turned out? I hope he’s not as much of an (1) .................................... 
     as your last one. Goodness he thought he was the best thing since sliced bread, didn’t he?
W:Yes, he certainly had a very high opinion of himself. This one seems to be a great improvement. He came
     highly recommended with excellent references. What I particular like about him is his ability to
     (2) .................................... when unexpected things happen and a decision has to be made quickly.
M: Yes, that’s so important. My head chef is certainly very enthusiastic and (3) .................................... about
     cooking but he’s not always the most (4) .................................... of people and sometimes he’s so late for
     his shift that I wonder how he’ll ever be ready in time. However, having said that there are rarely any
     problems in the kitchen during service.
W: I love the way my chef presents the food so beautifully on the plate with real (5) .....................................
     Nothing leaves the kitchen if it doesn’t look perfect. He always says that people eat as much with their
     eyes as they do with their mouth. 
M: I absolutely agree with him. You can’t have a (6) ........................................... when it comes to food
     presentation if you want to run a successful restaurant.

Useful vocabulary and phrases  
Qualities required of a good chef: professionalism        leadership skills        celebrated        attention to detail
passionate highlyexperienced have a natural flair punctual think on their feet

Negative qualities: volatile    egoist    insolent    undependable    have a cavalier attitude    break/crack under pressure

Stages 3 & 4

Test 2
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Test 2

Exam Tip
Remember in this final part of the speaking
test you and your partner need to explain
why you chose the option that you agreed
on. You will also most likely be asked one
or two more questions related to the topic.
Both you and your partner will be actively
involved in this part so make sure that you
pay attention to your partner’s responses
so that you can have a natural conversa
tion together with the examiner. Try to fin
ish the Speaking test on a confident and
positive note.  

Stage 3 model answer
Here is a model conversation for stage 3 of the test between Candidate A and Candidate B. 
Note how the two candidates speak in a natural, balanced way. They listen carefully to each other and respond appropriately.
Neither candidate dominates the conversation and they come to an agreement in the end.

A:  It seems to me that we have a good choice of candidates to choose from.
B:  I agree but they all have different personal qualities and levels of experience.
A:  That’s right which means there are pros and cons to them all. Personally, I believe that Chin Yuan has the most potential
as he is highly qualified and an acclaimed chef. 
B:  Ah yes, but he has a terrible reputation for snapping at fellow workers so I suspect he wouldn’t be the easiest of people
to get on with.
A:  But that’s just part of his creative personality – he gets the job done and doesn’t crack under pressure. That’s an invalu
able quality in a chef.
B:  That’s a good point, however my candidate, Pen Tekino, is even more experienced and he doesn’t inflict his short temper
on those around him. In fact he’s great fun and inspirational to work with. He expresses himself clearly and reasonably so his
team know exactly what is needed of them.
A:  But there’s a big negative aspect to him and that’s his reluctance to adhere to the rules when it comes to food safety and
kitchen hygiene.
B:  I’m aware of that but if we lay down the law from day one and closely monitor  his food safety procedures, I believe he
could be right up our street when it comes to our restaurant and what we need from a chef.
A:  I must admit, it would be good to have an affable chef that doesn’t blow his top when the pressure builds in the kitchen.
B:  So are we in agreement that Pen Tekino is the most suitable candidate?
A:  Yes, let’s go for it.

Stage 5 Model answer 
Here’s a model answer for one of the stage 5 questions:
How important do you believe it is for a chef to have a very strong character?

In my opinion there can be no such thing as a timid chef. A chef has a huge amount of
responsibility on their shoulders and as a result they must be tough enough mentally
and physically to deal with any situation that arises. If they are leading a team, they
must be able to enforce absolute control over the process of preparing, cooking and
serving food in what is potentially a hazardous environment.

Stage 5

Examiner's extra questions 

�     How important do you believe it is for a chef to have a very strong 
     character?

�     Would you consider that the person who is ultimately responsible for 
     a commercial kitchen is the chef or the owner of the restaurant?

�     Why do you think that food from different cultures to our own 
     are so popular?

�     What do you think are the biggest challenges that a chef faces at work?
�     What physical dangers do kitchen staff potentially face in a busy 
     commercial kitchen?
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SPEAKING TEST 2 New Chef

Lee Matsuro 
The following is a list of some of Lee’s qualifications 
and comments made by his former employer: 

•   certified professional chef 
•   Chef of the Year (2019) in Beijing  
•   8 years experience as a chef 
•   participated in a series of seminars in Asian cuisine
•   polite and cooperative person
•   speaks three languages (Chinese, English and Spanish)
•   won’t work weekends

Chin Yuan 
The following is a list of some of Chin’s qualifications 
and comments made by his former employer:

•  university graduate (Food Technology)
•   1st Prize winner in Asian Chefs Competition (2018)
•   4 years experience in Chinese restaurants 
•   Chair of the 3rd International Conference on Food & Nutrition 
•   hardworking and efficient 
•   works well under pressure
•   has a reputation for being badtempered

Candidate 1  
Information Sheet

SPEAKING

Test 2
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Test

SPEAKING TEST 2 New Chef

David Sinclair
The following is a list of some of David's qualifications 
and comments made by his former employer: 

•   Bachelor’s Degree in Diet & Nutrition, with Distinction 
•   participated in seminars and workshops on Asian cuisine 
•   2nd place in the European Chef Competition (2017) 
•   experience in a variety of foreign cuisine restaurants 
•   responsible and trustworthy person
•   native speaker of English / moderate knowledge of Chinese 
•   struggles to perform under pressure

Pen Tekino
The following is a list of some of Pen’s qualifications 
and comments made by his former employer:

•   instructor at local Chinese food school
•   published books on Chinese cuisine 
•   10 years experience as a chef 
•   extroverted and social person
•   calm under pressure
•   collaborates well with others
•   doesn't always follow food safety guidelines

Candidate 2  
Information Sheet

2

SPEAKING
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Stage 2

Let’s look at the first question in stage 1:

Exam Tip
Make sure you stay on topic and answer the
question. For example, if you are asked;
“What kind of books are you interested in?”
don’t answer; “I prefer watching movies to
reading books and last week I saw a great
movie all about The Second World War.” If
you aren’t a great reader you could instead
give an answer like this:

Exam Tip
In Stage 2 you need to summarize something (here
a book) to present to your partner. Look carefully
at the six bullet points that you have been given
on your card. Five of them will be positive points
and the last will always be something negative
about the option. Your job is to determine if this
final negative point is a deal breaker or if it is out
weighed by the positive aspects of the option.

Stage 1

Model answer
Although I don’t read many books because I’m so busy, I do like
books that inspire me in some way. For example I like to travel so
anything about places that I have never been to would interest
me. I recently read a book about a train journey across Europe
and it was full of fascinating details and beautiful descriptions.

So although the candidate doesn’t do much reading in general,
they have managed to find a way to answer the question success
fully. The trick is to keep this stage personal and talk about things
that are easy for you to relate to ... but at the same time sticking
to the question!

Model answer – Presenting your choice of book to your partner
I would like to put forward ‘The Return’ by George Thomson as my suggestion for
the prizewinning book. I truly feel that this is a ‘feel good’ novel that would appeal
to a wide audience. The author’s writing style is quite different to anything that I
have read recently and individuality is an important consideration when selecting
an author that is worthy of an award. Although it’s a romantic story it has some
interesting twists and turns and the development of each character is rich and fas
cinating. This does at times make the plot a little challenging to follow but in my
opinion this does not distract from the overall enjoyment of the book. To sum up,
it’s my considered opinion that this would be an excellent choice as this year’s
prize winner.

Useful vocabulary and phrases  Expressing an opinion

As I see it ... From my point of view ... The way I see it ...
It seems to me ... It’s my considered opinion ... It’s clear to me ...
In my honest opinion ... From my perspective ...

You can strengthen your opinion by using an adverb:
I strongly believe ...            I truly feel ...            I really think ...            I’m absolutely convinced ...

Stages 1 & 2
ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR

Test 3
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Test 3

SPEAKING

Time devoted to oral assessment: approx. 2535 minutes.
Candidates are examined in pairs by two Examiners. 
The Test contains five stages as follows: 

Stage 1: Introduction and warmup (35 minutes)
In this stage you are asked nonsensitive, factual background 
information (e.g. family, school, occupation, hobbies), or
questions relating to the theme of the speaking task. 

Potential questions:
�     How much time do you spend reading?
�     What kind of books are you mostly interested in?
�     What makes a good book? 
�     Do you take book reviews into account when deciding 
     on what book to read? 

Stage 2: Allow test takers to learn about the 
   decision they will make and get familiar 
   with the options.
In this stage the topic of the speaking task will be introduced
and instructions will be provided. 
Examiner 1:
• The two (three) of you are a member of a literary society. 
• You have been asked to serve on a committee to select a 
   book to be awarded the first prize in their forthcoming 
   annual competition for new authors. 
• Four (six) books have made it to the final selection process.
• Your task is to decide on the best book, from a choice of 4.
• Each of you will be given a sheet with brief notes about 
   only two of the four books. 
• You will have about 2 minutes to read your sheet and 
   prepare a summary for each book. Then you will present 
   these books to your partner. The goal is for you both (all) 
   to get information about the four (six) books.

You may look at your sheet at any time, but you are not
allowed to read your partner’s sheet. Remember that you do
not need to memorize anything and that you may take notes,
if you wish, but there is no need for notes since you are free 
at any time to ask your partner to repeat or clarify any of the
information he/she is presenting. If you have any questions
about the instructions, please feel free to ask. 
(Examiner 1 hands out information sheets.)

Examiner 1: When you are presenting each of your books to
your partner, you should use your own words and provide as
much detail as you can, based on the information you have
been given. Listen carefully to your partner so that you can
give him/her your recommendation of the best book of the
two he/she will present to you. 
(Candidate 1 presents his/her books and Candidate 2 
recommends one of these books and vice versa.) 

Examiner 1: Choose one of your two books and think of reasons
why you believe it is better. Remember that either book is good,
but you need to select only one. 
(Candidates present their choice and explain their reasons.)

Stage 3: Consensus Reaching (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will work with your partner to choose the 
best book by comparing and contrasting the two books,
requesting and supplying information, negotiating and 
providing reasons. 

Examiner 1: Now you will compare and contrast the book you
have chosen with the one your partner has selected. You will
need to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each book.
Your goal is to choose the best book. Remember that either
book is good, but you need to select only one. You also need
to give the reasons for your final decision and explain why
they are important. Remember that you are not allowed to
look at each other’s sheet.    
(Candidates work together and interact.) 

Stage 4: Presenting & Convincing (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will formally present your final decision to 
Examiner 2.
Examiner 1: Now, you will formally present your final decision 
to the Examiner 2 who plays the role of the chairperson of the
committee. You will each need to present two different rea
sons and explain why they are important. You will also need to
convince Examiner 2 that your choice is the best. After your
presentation, Examiner 2 will ask you some questions about
your decision. You can take 23 minutes to plan your presenta
tion and which reasons you will each present. You may at this
point read each other’s sheet.

Stage 4a: Plan a presentation

Stage 4b: Make a formal, persuasive presentation
    that the option they have chosen is the 
    best one
(Candidates prepare a presentation of their recommendation 
and decide on the reasons each will present.) 
(Examiner 1 introduces Examiner 2.) 
Examiner 2: I understand that you have reached a decision and
you would like to give me your recommendation.  
(Candidates present their recommendation. Each presents two
reasons and justifies them.) 

Stage 5: Justifying & Defending (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will be asked questions about the reasons 
you have provided to justify and defend your final decision.
Questions will depend on your responses. 
(Examiner 2 asks questions.)
(Candidates respond.)
(Examiner 2 closes the speaking test and thanks the candidates 
for their presentation.)
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Succeed in ECPE 

Stage 3

Useful vocabulary and phrases  Describing a book

Use an EnglishEnglish dictionary to look up any words or phrases that you do not know.

memorable hilarious uninspiring credible thought‐provoking page‐turner
heart‐wrenching intense evocative predictable audio book eBook
visionary hardback controversial paperback

Stages 3 & 4

Ex.A: Complete the sentences below using the correct form of the words or phrases above. Use each word once only.
     There are FOUR words which you do NOT need to use.

1.    It was such a(n) ....................... that I read the entire novel in two days.
2.    Sanderson’s new book is so ..................... that I laughed out loud on a busy train full of commuters.
3.    I don’t think the plot is ................... as it is way too unrealistic and unlikely.
4.    The story was ................... of a past era where society was less commercial and stressful.
5.    I prefer .................. novels but they aren’t practical when you are travelling because they are too bulky
      and heavy to carry.
6.   At one time, his books were considered to be so ...................... that people used to burn them in the streets.
7.    It was a(n) ............................. truestory that reduced me to tears.
8.    I’m afraid it was too ...................... for me; I guessed how the story would end when I was still halfway
      through the book.
9.    I often fall asleep while listening to a(n) ..................... at bedtime.
10. The writer is truly a(n) ....................... who presents us with the hope of a much brighter future and
      suggests ways in which this can be achieved. 
11. It’s a fantastic book but her writing style is so ........................ that I have to have regular breaks to take it all in.
12. I’ve never read such a(n) ............................. novel, it was completely pointless in my humble opinion.

Exam Tip
Remember in this final part of the speaking test you
and your partner will be asked some more questions
relating to the test topic. You will be feeling more
relaxed and confident towards the end of the test but
make sure that you and your partner continue to give
balanced input when talking to the examiner. If you
feel that your partner is dominating the final stage
you can politely intervene by saying something like;

Do you mind if I add something? 
If I could just make a point.               
Is it okay if I jump in for a second?

Remember that you must always be polite during the
interview even if you disagree with something that is
being said.

Model answer
What effect can parents have by reading to their children in your opinion?

I am of the strong opinion that all parents should read to their children. This is because by leading by example
children quickly learn the value of reading. They can understand that reading opens up a whole new world of pos
sibilities and can be a starting point for conversations. Sharing a book allows a child to spend quality time with
their parent in an otherwise hectic world. It also builds their vocabulary and language skills in an enjoyable way.  

Stage 5

Extra questions from 
the examiner for Stage 5

1. How could a book possibly change someone’s life?
2. “Everyone has a book inside them”. What do you   
   think is meant by this quote and how far would       
   you agree with it?
3. What effect can parents have by reading to their    
   children in your opinion?
4. If you were to write a book, what would it be about?
5. How likely do you think it is that in the future          
   books will be completely replaced by eBooks and    
   audio books?

ECPE SPEAKING TUTORTest 3
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Test 3

SPEAKING TEST 3 Books

‘Stay Alert’ by Nick Scholes 
The following list provides some relevant information about
'Stay Alert' and comments made by book critics and readers:

•   surrealist novel 
•   intended for educated readers 
•   melancholic and philosophical  
•  interesting plot 
•  powerful fictional characters
•   nice style of writing 
•   too long / not all scenes necessary 

‘Missing’ by John Taylor 
The following list provides some relevant information about
'Missing' and comments made by book critics and readers:

•   mystery novel with strong elements of suspense  
•   breathtaking plot
•   interesting combination of sense and sensibility 
•   suspense, excitement and drama 
•   unexpected story ending 
•   story takes place in the past
•   some characters incomplete 

Candidate 1  
Information Sheet

SPEAKING
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Succeed in ECPE 

SPEAKING TEST 3 Books

‘The Return’ by George Thomson 

The following list provides some relevant information about 
'The Return' and comments made by book critics and readers:

•   romantic novel with elements of suspense 
•   funny and sensitive 
•   welldeveloped characters 
•   exciting dramatic sections
•   unique and interesting writing style
•   happy ending story 
•   interesting story but hard to follow at times

‘The Escape’ by Tom Jameson

The following list provides some relevant information about
'The Escape' and comments made by book critics and readers:

•   crime novel 
•   strong elements of mystery and suspense / nicely fitted 
    into the plot 
•   extremely intelligent and inventive story 
•   characters welldeveloped 
•   good writing style
•   ideal for crime lovers
•   disappointing story ending   

Candidate 2
Information Sheet

SPEAKING

Test 3
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Stage 2

Stages 1 & 2

Exam Tip
Remember for the ECPE Test you will be
expected to use advanced language.
Although in Stage 1 the questions should be
easy to respond to make sure that your
answers aren’t too short and try to use some
more colloquial language such as phrasal
verbs and idioms. This will give your responses
a more natural feel. Avoid giving answers
that you have learned by heart as they are
often inappropriate and will probably not
answer the question well. Examiners can 
recognize set answers and they may 
negatively affect your mark. 

Exam Tip
In Stage 2 you need to choose which song you believe is
best for the international song competition. Therefore you
might consider some of the following points:
Who does the song appeal to?
How important are the lyrics?
Is there anything controversial about the song?
What kind of image are the performers trying to convey?
Is it a memorable song?
What has been popular in the past?

Stage 1

Model answer
Question: What kind of music do you prefer listening to?

I like many different genres of music although I have to say that
opera, musicals and Jazz are really not my cup of tea. I’m more
into soft rock, blues and pop music. I like listening to anything
that lifts my mood and puts me in a positive frame of mind.

Here the candidate has answered a very simple question in a natural and quite sophisticated way. By learning and practising
the kind of phrases above you can talk about many different subjects that will be discussed in Stage 1

Model answer – Presenting a song to your partner
The first song I am going to tell you about is called “Only You” and it is a love song
performed by a duet. It is quite a powerful song and they are singing it in English
which is always a bonus when it comes to this particular competition. Love songs
are often popular and do well in fact last year’s winner was a ballad. The only thing
I have against it is that the male singer in the duet is kind of irrelevant. I mean he
doesn’t play an instrument and only joins in during the chorus. It would probably
be a stronger contender if the woman sang it on her own to be honest.

Useful vocabulary and phrases  Talking about yourself 

I’m generally pretty laid‐back.
On the whole I’m a people person.
I’m very outgoing.
I keep myself to myself.
I’m fun‐loving and gregarious.
I’m passionate about/committed to ...
... is not really my cup of tea.
I’m not into ... but I get a kick out of ... .
I’m sporty/hyperactive/full of beans
I’m a bit of a couch potato.
I like to put my feet up.
I enjoy ... at every opportunity/when time allows.

19

ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR

Test 4
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Succeed in ECPE 

SPEAKING

Time devoted to oral assessment: approx. 2535 minutes.
Candidates are examined in pairs by two Examiners. 
The Test contains five stages as follows: 

Stage 1: Introduction and warmup (35 minutes)
In this stage you are asked nonsensitive, factual background 
information (e.g. family, school, occupation, hobbies), or
questions relating to the theme of the speaking task. 

Potential questions:
�     How often do you listen to music?
�     What kind of music do you mostly prefer listening to?
�     Do you concentrate more on the lyrics, or the music 
     of a song?

�     What do you think of the European Song Contest? 

Stage 2: Allow test takers to learn about the 
   decision they will make and get familiar 
   with the options.
In this stage the topic of the speaking task will be introduced
and instructions will be provided. 
Examiner 1:
• The two (three) of you work as radio producers.
• You have been asked to serve on a committee to select a 
   song to represent your country in an international song 
   contest.
• Your task is to decide on the best song, from a choice of 4.
• Each of you will be given a sheet with brief notes about 
   only two of these songs. 
• You will have about 2 minutes to read your sheet and 
   prepare a summary of each song. Then you will present 
   these two songs to your partner. The goal is for you both 
   (all) to get information about the four (six) songs.

You may look at your sheet at any time, but you are not
allowed to read your partner’s sheet. Remember that you do
not need to memorize anything and that you may take notes,
if you wish, but there is no need for notes since you are free 
at any time to ask your partner to repeat or clarify any of the
information he/she is presenting. If you have any questions
about the instructions, please feel free to ask. 
(Examiner 1 hands out information sheets.)

Examiner 1: When you are presenting each of your songs to
your partner, you should use your own words and provide as
much detail as you can, based on the information you have
been given. Listen carefully to your partner so that you can
give him/her you recommendation of the best song of the 
two songs he/she will present to you. 
(Candidate 1 presents his/her songs and Candidate 2 
recommends one of these songs and vice versa.) 

Examiner 1: Choose one of your two songs and think of reasons
why you believe it is better. Remember that either song is good,
but you need to select only one. 
(Candidates present their choice and explain their reasons.)

Stage 3: Consensus Reaching (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will work with your partner to choose the 
best song by comparing and contrasting the two songs,
requesting and supplying information, negotiating and 
providing reasons. 

Examiner 1: Now you will compare and contrast the song you
have chosen with the one your partner has selected. You will
need to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each song.
Your goal is to choose the best song. Remember that either
song is good, but you need to select only one. You also need to
give the reasons for your final decision and explain why they
are important. Remember that you are not allowed to look at
each other’s sheet.    
(Candidates work together and interact.) 

Stage 4: Presenting & Convincing (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will formally present your final decision to 
Examiner 2.
Examiner 1: Now, you will formally present your final decision 
to Examiner 2 who plays the role of the chairman of the selec
tion committee. You will each need to present two different
reasons and explain why they are important. You will also need
to convince Examiner 2 that your choice is the best. After your
presentation, Examiner 2 will ask you some questions about
your decision. You can take 23 minutes to plan your presenta
tion and which reasons you will each present. You may at this
point read each other’s sheet.

Stage 4a: Plan a presentation

Stage 4b: Make a formal, persuasive presentation
    that the option they have chosen is the 
    best one
(Candidates prepare a presentation of their recommendation 
and decide on the reasons each will present.) 
(Examiner 1 introduces Examiner 2.) 
Examiner 2: I understand that you have reached a decision and
you would like to give me your recommendation.  
(Candidates present their recommendation. Each presents two 
reasons and justifies them.) 

Stage 5: Justifying & Defending (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will be asked questions about the reasons 
you have provided to justify and defend your final decision.
Questions will depend on your responses. 
(Examiner 2 asks questions.)
(Candidates respond.)
(Examiner 2 closes the speaking test and thanks the candidates 
for their presentation.)

Test 4

01-33-Succeed ECPE 2021 - TESTS 1-6 SPEAKING SUPPLEMENT NEW_UNIT-01.QXD  1/29/2021  1:33 PM  Page 20



21

Test 4

Stage 3
Useful vocabulary and phrases  Describing a song

Use an EnglishEnglish dictionary to look up any words or phrases that you do not know.

chorus upbeat instrumental solo hypnotic rhythm easy‐listening
arrangement track album high‐pitched note groundbreaking catchy

Stages 3 & 4

Ex.A: Complete the sentences below using the correct form of the words or phrases above. Use each word once only.
     There are TWO words which you do NOT need to use.

1.  I liked the saxophone ................................ in the middle of the song, it was very uplifting.
2.  She usually sings in a group so it was nervewracking for her to sing a ........................... performance.
3.  It’s such a ............................... tune that I can’t stop singing it.
4.  The first ......................... on this CD is really brilliant.
5.  We only knew the words to the ............................. so that is when we all joined in.
6.  She let out a ..................................... scream when she saw the huge spider.
7.  I like listening to ................................... songs that make me feel happy. 
8.  I love the Jamaican .................................. of reggae songs.
9.  This composer is known for his highly original ..................................... compositions that have changed the face
     of contemporary classical music. 
10. The ............................... music almost sent me into a sleepy trance.
11. The singer really couldn’t reach the high .............................. and it was embarrassing to listen to her.
12. This music has a very unusual ..................................; one moment it is fast and lively then suddenly it is slow and quiet. 
You might want to use some of this vocabulary to discuss your song choices with your partner.

Note that in this answer the candidate has offered two sides to a situation. This is a really good way to tackle
a question if you do not have a strong opinion either way.

Exam Tip
During the final stage of the Speaking test you cannot be sure
what the examiner will ask you although it will always be
related to the topic that you have been discussing through
out the test. If an answer does not come immediately to
mind you can use phrases to give yourself a little thinking
time. Look at the following ways that you can do this:

Buy yourself some time
Use vocabulary that can help you buy a little more time to
think about a good answer.
For example:
•  Let me see.
•  That’s an interesting / tough / tricky question.
•  I’m not quite sure about what to say here, but…
•  Wow, I haven’t thought about that question before.

Model answer
Music is said to unite people. How far do you think this statement is true?
That’s quite a tough question but at the same time really interesting. I would completely agree that music can bring
people together as it needs no specific language to be enjoyed. A good melody or skilful playing of musical instruments
can be enjoyed by anyone. On the other hand music can also divide people especially people of different generations
or when a singer deliberately sets out to be controversial.   

Stage 5 – Justification of your choice

Extra questions from 
the examiner for Stage 5

1. What can people gain from learning a musical
   instrument?
2. Music is said to unite people. How far do you think this
   statement is true?
3. Tell me about a song or album that has had a big
   impact on you?
4. What are the dangers for young people who suddenly
   find fame in the music business?
5. How might politics have an influence on international
   music competitions?

ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR
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Succeed in ECPE 

SPEAKING TEST 4 Songs

'Only You'   
The following list provides some relevant information about 'Only You':

•   a slow ballad / strong and imposing song 
•   lyrics in English 
•   music by acoustic instruments 
•   duet (male and female singers) 
•   great melody
•   a slow ballad won last year’s competition  
•   female singer dominates, male singer a bit pointless

'Dance with Me' 
The following list provides some relevant information about 'Dance with Me':

•   a dancing song / female singer 
•   good performance 
•   computerized music plus solo guitar at the beginning
•   easily recalled rhythm 
•   Spanish lyrics 
• nice videoclip

•   singer is a really bad dancer

Candidate 1  
Information Sheet

SPEAKING

Test 4
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Test

SPEAKING TEST 4 Songs

'Leave Me Alone'   
The following list provides some relevant information about 'Leave Me Alone':

•   rock ballad / one male singer  
•   Greek verse & English chorus 
•   combination of computerized and acoustic music 
•   outstanding background vocals 
•   lots of potential for stage performance 
•   great music
•   lyrics very repetitive and unoriginal

'Inside You'   
The following list provides some relevant information about 'Inside You':

•   Hip Hop music 
•   band of 4 male singers  
•   lyrics in Portuguese 
•   electronic music / progressive sound
•   good performance
•   popular with younger audiences
•   singers’ voices not ideal for the song

Candidate 2  
Information Sheet

4

SPEAKING
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Succeed in ECPE 

Stage 2

Stages 1 & 2

Exam Tip
Showing active involvement

Although in stage 1 of the speaking Test you do not talk to
the other candidate, body language can make a difference to
the overall impression that you give during the test. When
your partner is answering questions pay attention to what is
being said. Just as importantly let the examiner know that
you are actively listening. For example if you sit there look
ing at your hands or out of the window it will be clear that
you are not fully engaging in the process. You should turn
your body slightly towards the other candidate. Look at
them and listen to what they are saying. Nod, smile, be
interested  the examiner will see this and feel more posi
tively towards you and about your communication skills.

Remember to give answers that are long enough in the first
stage and don’t be tempted to give one sentence answers
even though you will probably be feeling nervous at the
beginning of the test. If you are aware of making a mistake,
don’t dwell on it. You can either correct your mistake or just
carry on with your answer. Look at the model answer below
to see how the candidate handles this problem.

Exam Tip
In Stage 2 you need to choose which Italian
restaurant is the best to be included in the local
tourist guide magazine. Therefore you might
consider some of the following points:

 the location of the restaurant
 whether it is cheap or expensive
 reviews
 atmosphere
 quality of service
 range of food on offer

Stage 1

Model answer
Question: What differences do you find between
Italian cuisine and the cuisine of your country?

Actually there are many similar, I mean similarities
between the food of my country, Greece, and Italian
cuisine. For instance both nations eat a lot of fresh
vegetables and salads and also fish and seafood. I
guess the obvious difference is the amount of pasta
and pizzas that are eaten in Italy. Having said that,
Greeks are known to eat huge amounts of pizza! 

Here the candidate has realized their mistake and 
corrected it. They would not have lost marks for this 
in fact the examiner would have been impressed that
they were aware of their mistake and corrected it in a
natural way.

Model answer – Presenting a restaurant to your partner
The first restaurant I am going to tell you about is called, ‘Ask’
which offers a good variety of Italian cuisine. You can almost
imagine that you are dining in Italy here as there is a wonderful
ambience with Italian music playing discreetly in the background
and Italian staff serving you. When the weather is good you can
dine in the open air in the beautiful garden of if you prefer a cosy
table inside that is fine too. The location is superb as you can
jump on a bus or train to get there or go by cab. There’s only one
slight drawback to this beautiful restaurant and that is that they
do not offer many different desserts but to be honest you will
probably be too full after all that pasta and pizza anyway. 

SPEAKING
Time devoted to oral assessment: approx. 2535 minutes.
Candidates are examined in pairs by two Examiners. 
The Test contains five stages as follows: 

Stage 1: Introduction and warmup (35 minutes)
In this stage you are asked nonsensitive, factual background 
information (e.g. family, school, occupation, hobbies), or
questions relating to the theme of the speaking task. 

Potential questions:
�     What do you think of Italian cuisine?
�     What differences do you find between Italian cuisine 
     and the cuisine of your country?

�     What is your favorite pasta dish?  
�     What would you typically order in an Italian restaurant? 

Test 5

ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR
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Test 5

SPEAKING
Stage 2: Allow test takers to learn about the 
   decision they will make and get familiar 
   with the options.
In this stage the topic of the speaking task will be introduced
and instructions will be provided. 
Examiner 1:
• The two (three) of you work for a Tourist Guide Magazine.
• You have been asked to serve on a committee to select an 
   Italian Restaurant to be included in the Foreign Cuisine 
   Section of the forthcoming edition.
• Your task is to decide on the best restaurant from a choice 
   of four.
• Each of you will be given a sheet with brief notes about 
   only two of these restaurants. 
• You will have about 2 minutes to read your sheet and 
   prepare a summary of each restaurant. Then you will 
   present these two restaurants to your partner. The goal 
   is for you both (all) to get information about the four (six) 
   restaurants.

You may look at your sheet at any time, but you are not
allowed to read your partner’s sheet. Remember that you do
not need to memorize anything and that you may take notes,
if you wish, but there is no need for notes since you are free 
at any time to ask your partner to repeat or clarify any of the
information he/she is presenting. If you have any questions
about the instructions, please feel free to ask. 
(Examiner 1 hands out information sheets.)

Examiner 1: When you are presenting each of your restaurants
to your partner, you should use your own words and provide
as much detail as you can, based on the information you have
been given. Listen carefully to your partner so that you can
give him/her your recommendation of the best restaurant of
the two he/she will present to you. 
(Candidate 1 presents his/her restaurants and Candidate 2 
recommends one of these restaurants and vice versa.) 

Examiner 1: Choose one of your restaurants and think of 
reasons why you believe it is better. Remember that either
restaurant  is good, but you need to select only one. 
(Candidates present their choice and explain their reasons.)

Stage 3: Consensus Reaching (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will work with your partner to choose the 
best restaurant by comparing and contrasting the two restau
rants, by requesting and supplying information, negotiating
and providing reasons. 

Examiner 1: Now you will compare and contrast the restaurant
you have chosen with the one your partner has selected. You
will need to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each
restaurant. Your goal is to choose the best restaurant.
Remember that either restaurant is good, but you need to
select only one. You also need to give the reasons for your
final decision and explain why they are important. Remember
that you are not allowed to look at each other’s sheet.    
(Candidates work together and interact.) 

Stage 4: Presenting & Convincing (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will formally present your final decision to 
Examiner 2.
Examiner 1: Now, you will formally present your final decision
to Examiner 2 who plays the role of the magazine’s editor. You
will each need to present two different reasons and explain
why they are important. You will also need to convince
Examiner 2 that your choice is the best. After your presentation,
Examiner 2 will ask you some questions about your decision.
You can take 23 minutes to plan your presentation and which
reasons you will each present. You may at this point read each
other’s sheet.

Stage 4a: Plan a presentation

Stage 4b: Make a formal, persuasive presentation
    that the option they have chosen is the 
    best one
(Candidates prepare a presentation of their recommendation 
and decide on the reasons each will present.) 
(Examiner 1 introduces Examiner 2.) 
Examiner 2: I understand that you have reached a decision and
you would like to give me your recommendation.  
(Candidates present their recommendation. Each presents two 
reasons and justifies them.) 

Stage 5: Justifying & Defending (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will be asked questions about the reasons 
you have provided to justify and defend your final decision.
Questions will depend on your responses. 
(Examiner 2 asks questions.)
(Candidates respond.)
(Examiner 2 closes the speaking test and thanks the candidates 
for their presentation.)

Stage 3 Useful vocabulary and phrases  Eating out
Use an EnglishEnglish dictionary to look up any words or phrases that you do not know.

set menu appetizer nutritious intolerance vegan condiment
appetite consume satiate split the check be on the house ambience
gloomy delightful bustling tranquil

Stages 3 & 4 ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR
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Ex.A: Complete the sentences below using the correct form of the words or phrases above. Use each word once only.
     There are FOUR words which you do NOT need to use.

1.    The pasta dishes are so filling that I think we had better resist ordering a(n) ............................... .
2.    We were lucky to get a table in the popular restaurant which was ............................... with customers and staff.
3.   You should have seen the amount of food people were ............................... . The portions were huge!
4.    Being a ..............................., I naturally tend to avoid restaurants that specialize in meat dishes.
5.   As it’s our first date, why don’t we go halves and ............................... . 
6.   The soft lighting and gentle music created a peaceful and relaxing ............................... in the restaurant.
7.   “Did you order this dessert?” “No, the kind waiter said it’s ...............................”
8.    It’s good to get away from all the fast food restaurants and have some fresh, ............................... food  for a change.
9.    I’m just going to order a starter as I haven’t got much of a(n) ............................... today. 
10. The ............................... looks really good value for money as you get three courses for $15.
11. That pizza looks big enough to ............................... even the hungriest person!
12. You’d better inform the waiter that you have a(n) ............................... to nuts.

You might want to use some of this vocabulary to discuss your restaurant choices with your partner.

Model answer
What might be the advantages and disadvantages of running a family restaurant?

Actually this is a very apt question for me because my family has owned a seafood restaurant for three genera
tions. The best thing about it is that we all help each other and can rely on one another at all times. Although we
have some staff we basically run the restaurant ourselves so we don’t have to fork out lots of money on wages.
However, the downside is that sometimes we get on each other’s nerves and argue, especially when we have had
a hectic shift. Despite that we always make up in the end because family needs to look out for each other.

Model answer
Examiner: I understand that you have reached a decision and you would like to give me your recommendation.

Candidates’ response:
A:  Yes after much thought and discussion we have come to an agreement that the restaurant that should be fea
tured in the magazine is ‘Verde’.
B:  That’s right and we struggled a little with this decision because it isn’t the cheapest of the restaurants but after
taking into account the quality of the food that is offered we decided that it was still good value for money.
A:  Exactly and it is particularly famous for its mouthwatering desserts and substantial choice of fine wines. As
well as this, despite its popularity and hence the fact that it is busy, the service is exceptionally good there and
the waiters are enthusiastic and friendly.
B:  We felt this was of the utmost importance for tourists and other visitors to the area so that they get a good
impression of our city.
A:  We also agreed the splendid views over the city from the restaurant’s terrace and balcony would create the
perfect ambience for weary tourists who just want to relax and make the most of their holiday. What else did we
want to say?
B:  Oh yes. Finally the restaurant is easy to get to either by car or by taking the subway so people can return to
their hotels without any fuss or inconvenience at the end of a perfect evening.

Stage 4

Stage 5
Extra questions from 

the examiner for Stage 5
1. What do you think it would be like to work in a busy restaurant?
2. What are the benefits of eating out rather than eating at home?
3. Do you think that a career in hospitality is a good choice for young people?
4. What effect does tourism have on the restaurant trade?
5. What might be the advantages and disadvantages of running a family restaurant?

Test 5 ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR
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Test 5

SPEAKING TEST 5 Italian restaurants     

'Bella Italia'   
The following list provides some relevant information about
'Bella Italia' and comments made by critics and diners:

•   a wide variety of pasta and pizza 
•   Sunday lunch buffet 
•  selection of deserts and coffees
•   food prepared in front of your eyes 
•   friendly atmosphere / quick service 
•   private dining rooms for special occasions 
•   far from city center / no subway station close

'Verde' 
The following list provides some relevant information about
'Verde' and comments made by critics and diners:

•   delicious pizza and meat dishes
•   wide selection of wines / delicious deserts
•   polite waiters
•   fast service
•   terrace and balcony tables / dine viewing the city center 
•   accessible by car and subway 
•   a bit expensive / reservations required 

Candidate 1  
Information Sheet

SPEAKING
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SPEAKING TEST 5 Italian restaurants       

'Casa di Pasta'  
The following list provides some relevant information about 
'Casa di Pasta' and comments made by critics and diners:

•   Italian and other Mediterranean recipes 
•   close to subway station 
•  salad buffet
•   fast service / polite staff 
•   special arrangements can be made for your transportation
•   all tables next to large windows / magnificent view of the city’s skyline 
•   waiters don’t speak any foreign languages

Candidate 2 
Information Sheet

SPEAKING

'Ask'   
The following list provides some relevant information about 'Ask' 
and comments made by critics and diners:

•   a wide selection of Italian specialities 
•   relaxing environment / Italian music 
•   cozy and friendly / very social and helpful staff 
•   polite and fast waiters
•   dine outdoors in a beautifully designed garden 
•   easily accessible by public transportation  
•   limited choice of desserts

Test 5
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Stage 2

Stages 1 & 2

Exam Tip
It is always worth assessing who you are meant to be, who
you are talking to and what you are discussing as you start
your approach to Stage 2. In this test you need to present
two candidates for a translating job. You already work for
the company as does your partner so in your role play you
are colleagues. This means that the language you use will
be fairly informal but polite. 

Stage 1

Model answer
Question: Why do you think learning English is so important?

As English is one of the main global languages I truly believe
that anyone who gets the opportunity to learn it should do so.
With the age of social media and global markets English has
really taken off to an even greater extent. No matter where
you travel in the world there will most likely be someone who
speaks English. For me personally, I would love to study for a
Masters in the States and that is why I have studied English to
such an advanced level. 

Look at the model answer below and fill the gaps with the correct form of the words in the box. Use each word once only.

native       incredibly       remuneration       fluent       salary       reference       position       surface
field       downside       budget        look into       deadlines       highflyer       standard

My first candidate is called Matthew Collins. Matthew is a qualified translator and a bit of a (1) ................... despite
having only two years experience in this (2) ..................... of work. He has done (3) ..................... well so far in his
career which means that he has secured a surprisingly high (4) .......................... for his age and experience. In his
(5) ................, Matthew’s last employer confirmed that he always meets his (6) ..................... and produces work to
a high (7) ...................... . His (8) .................. language is English but he is also (9) .................... in Italian and Spanish. 
The only (10) .................... to Matthew is that he expects a generous (11) ....................... for his employment which,
on the (12) ....................... is probably more than our (13) ......................... can stretch to. However, maybe we could
(14) .................. that if we feel he’s right for the (15) ..................... .

Exam Tip
The first stage of the Speaking exam is always going
to be when you feel most nervous. Remember your
partner will be feeling the same and the examiner is
aware of this and will do all that they can to put you
at ease. There is no such thing as a trick question in
the test and there are no wrong or right answers. If
you are nervous you may not hear what the examin
er says, so don’t be afraid to ask them to repeat the
question. You will not lose marks for this. You might
say the following:
Can you repeat that for me please?
I’m sorry my nerves are getting the better of me,
would you mind saying that again?
Sorry, I didn’t catch the first/last part of the question.
I’m sorry I didn’t quite hear everything you asked.

ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR
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SPEAKING

Time devoted to oral assessment: approx. 2535 minutes.
Candidates are examined in pairs by two Examiners. 
The Test contains five stages as follows: 

Stage 1: Introduction and warmup (35 minutes)
In this stage you are asked nonsensitive, factual background 
information (e.g. family, school, occupation, hobbies), or
questions relating to the theme of the speaking task. 

Potential questions:
�     How many years have you been studying English as a 
     foreign language?

�     Why do you think learning English is so important?
�     Do you speak any other languages apart from English? 

Stage 2: Allow test takers to learn about the 
   decision they will make and get familiar 
   with the options.
In this stage the topic of the speaking task will be introduced
and instructions will be provided. 
Examiner 1:
• The two (three) of you work for a Medical & Technical 
   Translation company. Your company needs to hire a new 
   translator.
• You are on the selection committee.  
• Your task is to decide on the best translator, from a choice 
   of four. 
• Each of you will be given a sheet with brief notes about 
   only two of these translators. 
• You will have about 2 minutes to read your sheet and 
   prepare a summary of each translator. Then you will 
   present these two translators to your partner. The goal 
   is for you both (all) to get information about the four (six) 
   translators.

You may look at your sheet at any time, but you are not
allowed to read your partner’s sheet. Remember that you do
not need to memorize anything and that you may take notes,
if you wish, but there is no need for notes since you are free 
at any time to ask your partner to repeat or clarify any of the
information he/she is presenting. If you have any questions
about the instructions, please feel free to ask. 
(Examiner 1 hands out information sheets.)

Examiner 1: When you are presenting each of your translators
to your partner, you should use your own words and provide
as much detail as you can, based on the information you have
been given. Listen carefully to your partner so that you can
give him/her your recommendation of the best translator 
from the two he/she will present to you. 
(Candidate 1 presents his/her translators and Candidate 2 
recommends one of these translators and vice versa.) 

Examiner 1: Choose one of your two translators and think of
reasons why you believe it is better. Remember that either
translator is good, but you need to select only one. 
(Candidates present their choice and explain their reasons.)

Stage 3: Consensus Reaching (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will work with your partner to choose the 
best translator by comparing and contrasting the two transla
tors, by requesting and supplying information, negotiating
and providing reasons. 

Examiner 1: Now you will compare and contrast the translator
you have chosen with the one your partner has selected. You
will need to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each
translator. Your goal is to choose the best translator.
Remember that either translator is good, but you need to
select only one. You also need to give the reasons for your
final decision and explain why they are important. Remember
that you are not allowed to look at each other’s sheet.    
(Candidates work together and interact.) 

Stage 4: Presenting & Convincing (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will formally present your final decision to 
Examiner 2.
Examiner 1: Now, you will formally present your final decision
to Examiner 2 who plays the role of the Personnel Manager.
You will each need to present two different reasons and
explain why they are important. You will also need to convince
Examiner 2 that your choice is the best. After your presentation,
Examiner 2 will ask you some questions about your decision.
You can take 23 minutes to plan your presentation and which
reasons you will each present. You may at this point read each
other’s sheet.

Stage 4a: Plan a presentation

Stage 4b: Make a formal, persuasive presentation
    that the option they have chosen is the 
    best one
(Candidates prepare a presentation of their recommendation 
and decide on the reasons each will present.) 
(Examiner 1 introduces Examiner 2.) 
Examiner 2: I understand that you have reached a decision and
you would like to give me your recommendation.  
(Candidates present their recommendation. Each presents two 
reasons and justifies them.) 

Stage 5: Justifying & Defending (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will be asked questions about the reasons 
you have provided to justify and defend your final decision.
Questions will depend on your responses. 
(Examiner 2 asks questions.)
(Candidates respond.)
(Examiner 2 closes the speaking test and thanks the candidates 
for their presentation.)

Test 6
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Test 6

Stage 3

Useful language  Agreeing and Disagreeing 
Agreement: Absolutely! I couldn’t agree more! That’s a really good point.
I was just about to say that. That’s exactly how I feel. I see exactly what you mean.

Disagreement: I’m afraid we don’t see eye to eye. I take your point but ... I beg to differ.
That’s not always/necessarily the case. I’m not sure about that. That’s partly true but ...

It is always a good idea to justify your opinions. Don’t just say ‘I agree’, but say ‘I agree because I think that ... 
(explain your reason).’

Stages 3 & 4

Exam Tip
In this final part of the speaking test you may be asked ques
tions that are related to the other stages of the speaking test
but they often take a much broader view of the subject.
Therefore you must be prepared to use different vocabulary
and express your individual opinion on the specific question
that you are asked.

Exam Tip
In stage three you will make suggestions to your partner about
which candidate you would like to choose for the job. You will
both have selected one candidate to put forward so you will
need to collaborate with each other to compare and contrast
the two translators. Remember that either of them would be
acceptable so there is no right or wrong person and you have to
weigh up the good and bad points of both. In this stage you will
often have to use the language of agreeing and disagreeing.
Look at the words and phrases below to help you.

Stage 4
Exam Tip

In stage 4 of the exam each candidate will have to give two reasons why the successful translator
has been chosen. You will of course also have to justify your reasons with concrete evidence from
your notes as to why they are the best candidate. You should plan your presentation so that
Candidate A gives the first reason then Candidate B gives the second. Then Candidate A presents the
third reason and Candidate B finishes with the fourth reason. By doing this you will give a balanced
presentation where both candidates get the chance to show off their English language skills to the
examiner. Remember this is a team effort not just an individual presentation which is why you have
to work together to organize what you are going to say. 

Model answer
What kind of jobs might a qualified translator do?

People who are fluent in more than one language have many interesting job opportunities. Many large international
companies employ translators to translate documents and to attend international business meetings. In the field of
diplomacy and politics, translators play a crucial role in helping leaders from different countries communicate effectively.
Furthermore there are many jobs in the world of publishing for translators as publications are edited to be sold all over
the world. All in all I’d say it’s a wonderful qualification to have.

Stage 5

Extra questions from 
the examiner for Stage 5

1. What kind of jobs might a qualified translator do?
2. What advantages do bilingual children have?
3. What in your opinion is the hardest aspect of learning 
   a foreign language?
4. How likely is it that in the future we will all speak the     
   same language?
5. ‘All children should be taught a second language at         
   school.’ How far do you agree with this statement?

ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR
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Matthew Collins  
The following is a list of some of Matthew’s qualifications and
comments made by his former employer: 

•   Institute of Linguists’ Diploma in Translation 
•   native speaker of English
•   specialized in technical and scientific translations
•   two years experience in translation (Medical and Technical texts) 
•   fast and efficient worker   
•   translates in English, Italian and Spanish (any combination) 
•   too high salary expectation

Mario Ponti  
The following is a list of some of Mario’s qualifications and comments 
made by his former employer:

•   Bachelor’s Degree in Translation Studies, with Honors  
•   1st prize winner in the competition for European Translators (2019)
•   6 years experience as a translator / specializes in Business & Marketing 
    texts 
•   knowledge of the Trados translating software 
•   young and hardworking / native Italian speaker 
•   translates from Italian into Spanish and German  
•   often fails to meet project deadlines

Candidate 1  
Information Sheet

SPEAKING
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Petros Nikolaou 
The following is a list of some of Petros’ qualifications and comments

made by his current employer: 

•   Master’s Degree in Translation & Interpretation, with Distinction 

•   participated in seminars and workshops on Medical Translation 

•   computer literate 

•   young and enthusiastic

•   responsible and trustworthy / native speaker of Greek 

•   translates from Greek into English and vice versa  

•   no previous work experience 

Janet Tyson 
The following is a list of some of Janet’s qualifications and comments 

made by her former employer:

•   Advanced Diploma in Translation (London College of Translation)

•   specialized translation: Literature & Humanities  

•   very experienced  has been working for years as a translator  

•   familiar with a variety of translating programs 

•   openminded and reliable person / native speaker of English 

•   translates from English into German and French  

•   can only work 4 days a week

Candidate 2  
Information Sheet

SPEAKING
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Stages 1 & 2 ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR

Stage 2Exam Tip
It is a good idea to learn key words and phrases that you can use
in Stage 1 of the test. As we have mentioned before, do not learn
whole ‘speeches’ about yourself and then attempt to use them
to answer the examiner’s questions in this stage. Instead learn
some interesting key words and phrases that you can use for a
variety of more personal questions.

Look at the words and phrases below:
suburban     amenities     community spirit     all within easy reach
desirable     green spaces     sole traders     family friendly  
low crime rate     at your fingertips

Exam Tip
In Stage 2 you need to summarize two historical
sites to your partner. As you know you will have
notes on two different places. When you summa
rize this information try to use your own words as
much as possible. This means that you will need
to paraphrase the information on the cards.

Stage 1

Model answer
Mycenae is situated in a region of Greece called
the Peloponnese. It’s an impressive site up high on
a hilltop. You can visit the fascinating museum
which has detailed information about the many
objects of interest that are on display although
unfortunately many of these have been removed
and are now housed in the Archaeological Museum
of Athens. 
Unlike some sites the entrance fee won’t break the
bank so it is affordable for the whole family. 
The museum is open all day from ten in the morning
till eight in the evening so you won’t have to rush
while looking around this wonderful attraction.

Match the words or phrases in A (from the notes)
with their similar meanings in B.

Now look at this paraphrased summary for Mycenae.

Question
Can you tell me something about the neighborhood where you live?
Let’s look at two different answers and compare them.

Answer A:
I live in a pleasant neighborhood with lots of nice streets about 2
kilometers from here. I enjoy living there very much because there is
so much to do.

The student has answered the question. The English is correct and
they have at least given a couple of sentences.
HOWEVER, if you compare it to the next response you will see a big
difference.

Answer B:
I’m fortunate to live in a suburban area just outside the city centre.
It’s a desirable area with lots of family friendly green spaces which
creates a good community spirit. All the amenities of the city are
within easy reach which means you’ve got everything you need at
your fingertips.
Because the candidate has learned lots of interesting phrases they
are able to use them in different situations. They could have been
asked this question:

Question
Where do you work/study? 

Answer:
Currently I am studying Economics at college in a really nice area of
the city. It’s a great place to be a student as you have all the 
amenities you need at your fingertips and there are lots of open
green spaces on campus to relax in the breaks.

And finally this question:

Question
Where would you ideally like to live and why? 

Answer:
In an ideal world I would choose to live in a leafy suburban area
where there were lots of green spaces to walk the dog. I love family
friendly places where there is a strong community spirit and people
look out for each other. This helps to keep the crime rate low and
basically facilitates a decent standard of living.

So you can see that a few set phrases and idioms can be used for
many different potential questions. 

Now look at a typical Stage 1 question:
A Answers B

1. perfect a. regular

2. advanced b. a bit of a trek

3. easily accessible c. not break the bank

4. crowded d. available for public viewing

5. best preserved e. understand

6. frequent f. straightforward to reach

7. amazing acoustics g. renowned

8. far from h. removed

9. located i. ultimate

10. on display j. objects of interest

11. wellknown k. having detailed information

12. very little shelter l. incredible sound effects

13. wellsigned m. overrun with people

14. make sense of n. exposed to the elements

15. taken off o. well conserved

16. artefacts p. developed

17. not expensive q. situated

Test 7
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Test 7

SPEAKING
Time devoted to oral assessment: approx. 2535 minutes.
Candidates are examined in pairs by two Examiners. 
The Test contains five stages as follows: 

Stage 1: Introduction and warmup (35 minutes)
In this stage you are asked nonsensitive, factual background 
information (e.g. family, school, occupation, hobbies), or
questions relating to the theme of the speaking task. 

Potential questions:
�     Have you ever visited a historical site or a museum? 
     Tell me about your experience. 

�  Have you ever visited a historical site abroad? If not, 
     which one you would like to visit and why?

�  How much do you know about your country’s history?
�   How important, do you think, is it for people to know 
     about their country’s history? 

Stage 2: Allow test takers to learn about the 
   decision they will make and get familiar 
   with the options.
In this stage the topic of the speaking task will be introduced
and instructions will be provided. 
Examiner 1:
• The two (three) of you work for an online history magazine.
• You have been asked to serve on a committee to select a 
   Greek historical site to be advertised on their website.
• Your task is to decide on the best site, from a choice of 4. 
• Each of you will be given a sheet with brief notes about 
   only two of these historical sites. 
• You will have about 2 minutes to read your sheet and prepare
   a summary of each historical site. Then you will present 
   these two sites to your partner. The goal is for you both (all) 
   to get information about the four (six) historical sites.

You may look at your sheet at any time, but you will not be
allowed to read your partner’s sheet. Remember that you do
not need to memorize anything and that you may take notes,
if you wish, but there is no need for notes since you are free,
at any time, to ask your partner to repeat or clarify any of the
information he/she is presenting. If you have any questions
about the instructions, please feel free to ask. 
(Examiner 1 hands out information sheets.)

Examiner 1: When you are presenting each of your sites to
your partner, you should use your own words and provide as
much detail as you can, based on the information you have
been given. Listen carefully to your partner so that you can
give him/her your recommendation of the best website of 
the two he/she will present to you. 
(Candidate 1 presents his/her sites and then, Candidate 2 
recommends one of these sites and vice versa.) 

Examiner 1: Choose one of your two websites  and think of 
reasons why you believe it is better. Remember that either 
website is good, but you need to select only one. 
(Candidates present their choice and explain their reasons.)

Stage 3: Consensus Reaching (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will work with your partner to choose the 
best site by comparing and contrasting the two sites, by
requesting and supplying information, and by negotiating
and providing reasons. 

Examiner 1: Now you will compare and contrast the historical
site you have chosen with the one your partner has selected.
You will need to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of
each historical site. Your goal is to choose the best site.
Remember that either site is good, but you need to select only
one. You also need to give the reasons for your final decision
and explain why they are important. Remember that you are
not allowed to look at each other’s sheet.    
(Candidates work together and interact.) 

Stage 4: Presenting & Convincing (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will formally present your final decision to 
Examiner 2.
Examiner 1: Now, you will formally present your final decision 
to Examiner 2 who plays the role of the website’s editor. You
will each need to present two different reasons and explain why
they are important. You will also need to convince Examiner 2
that your choice is the best. After your presentation, Examiner 2
will ask you some questions about your decision. You can take
23 minutes to plan your presentation and agree which reasons
you will each present. You may at this point read each other’s
sheet.

Stage 4a: Plan a presentation

Stage 4b: Make a formal, persuasive presentation
that the option they have chosen is the best one
(Candidates prepare a presentation of their recommendation 
and decide on the reasons each will present.) 
(Examiner 1 introduces Examiner 2.) 
Examiner 2: I understand that you have reached a decision and
you would like to give me your recommendation.  
(Candidates present their recommendation. Each presents two 
reasons and justifies them.) 

Stage 5: Justifying & Defending (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will be asked questions about the reasons 
you have provided to justify and defend your final decision.
Questions will depend on your responses. 
(Examiner 2 asks questions.)
(Candidates respond.)
(Examiner 2 closes the speaking test and thanks the candidates 
for their presentation.)
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Stage 3

Stage 5

Useful vocabulary and phrases  Describing buildings or areas of cultural interest or importance.
Use an EnglishEnglish dictionary to look up any words or phrases that you do not know.

ruin iconic facade heritage reminiscent monument
elegant dilapidated transformation crowd‐puller column structure

Stages 3 & 4

Ex.A: Complete the sentences below using the correct form of the words or phrases above. Use each word once only. 
There are FOUR words which you do NOT need to use.

1.  This amazing castle is such a(n) ......................... that the cafes and restaurants nearby are always busy. 
2.  Eight huge, stone ......................... hold up the roof of the temple.
3.  I don’t understand how such a(n) ......................... old building can be considered a tourist attraction.
4.  To be honest it’s just a(n) ......................... now so there’s not much to look at on the ancient site. 
5.  The Taj Mahal is a(n) ......................... building, famous all over the world.
6.  The beautiful old palace is ......................... of an era of luxury and overindulgence.
7.  This statue is an impressive ......................... to the celebrated king.
8.  As you approach the ancient temple it’s stunning ......................... promises more treasures inside.

Model answer
How can museums offer a different education to being in the classroom?

I am a strong advocate of taking children on field trips so that they can
experience a different form of education away from the classroom. By
taking children to a museum they are exposed to all manner of weird
and wonderful artefacts. Some museums have interactive activities that
really engage the children’s interest. Best of all is finding the unexpected
in a museum and being in a stimulating environment. 

Test 7 ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR

Extra questions from 
the examiner for Stage 5

1. How important do you think historical sites are to the economy 
    of a country?

2. How well are places of cultural interest conserved in your country?

3. How important is it for children to be taught about the 
    ‘Seven Wonders of The World’.

4. Do you believe that the architecture of the past has an influence 
    on building designs of the future?

5. How can museums offer a different education to being in the 
    classroom?
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Test 7

SPEAKING TEST 7 Historical Sites 

The Acropolis of Athens 
The following is a list of information about the Acropolis of Athens 
and comments made by visitors: 

•   the most perfect building of the most advanced ancient civilization
•   open from 8am to 6:30pm every day 
•   includes visits to the Ancient Agora, Theater of Dionysos, Kerameikos, 
    Roman Agora, Tower of the Winds and the Temple of Olympian Zeus 
     the tickets last for one week 
•   new Acropolis Museum now open
•   easily accessible site  
•   amazing atmosphere 
•   can be very crowded with long queues

The Ancient Theater of Epidaurus 
The following is a list of information about the ancient theater  
of Epidaurus and comments made by visitors:

•   the best preserved ancient Greek theater 

•   still in use today with frequent plays, concerts and festivals

•   small museum on site containing statues and replicas

•   no entrance ticket 

•   visit the Asklepios sanctuary 

•   amazing acoustics

•   far from Athens

Candidate 1  
Information Sheet

SPEAKING
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Succeed in ECPE 

SPEAKING TEST 7 Historical Sites 

Candidate 2
Information Sheet

Palace of Knossos 
The following is a list of information about the Palace of Knossos, 
in Crete and comments made by visitors:

•   impressive building / imposing palace
•   located about twenty minutes south of the modern port town of Heraklion.
•   site also includes the Minoan Houses, the Little Palace 
    and the Royal Villa
•   open to public: 7 days a week 
•   all the items found on the site are now on display at 
    the Heraklion Archaeological Museum
•  the most wellknown archaeological site of the Minoan civilisation
•   very little shelter in hot or wet weather

Mycenae
The following is a list of information about ancient Mycenae 
and comments made by visitors:

•   located in the northeast part of the Peloponnese, in Argolis
•   imposing site on top of a rocky hill 
•   also visit the ‘Treasury of Atreus’ and the Archaeological 
    Museum of Mycenae
•   wellsigned so you can make sense of what you are looking at
•   cost of entrance not expensive
•   open daily from 10am to 8pm  
•   many artifacts have been taken off the site and are exhibited 
    at the Athens National Archaeological Museum 

SPEAKING

Test 7
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Stages 1 & 2

Exam Tip
By now you should have a good idea of what is expected of you in the Speaking Test.
Let’s just look at some of the common mistakes that candidates make during the test.

•  Talking about the general topic rather than answering the specific question
•  Repeating information and ideas
•  Repeating vocabulary particularly low level vocabulary
•  Not using any linking words or devices
•  Long hesitations and fillers like "errrrrrrrr" or “ummmmm”
•  Speaking in an unclear or monotone voice
•  Not developing the ideas sufficiently with examples or reasons
•  Not using all the time available

Stage 1

Model answer
Question: What do you think of junk food, and take‐away food?

We live in a culture where fast food is extremely popular and I
myself eat it fairly regularly. People live busy lives and so a take
away service offers them a welldeserved rest from having to
cook every day. I think we all need to be careful about our diet
and nutrition but as long as junk food is eaten in moderation I
really don’t see that there is a problem with it.

Exam Tip

You may not know or understand all of the vocabulary on the information you are given for your two
choices but do not worry if this is the case. You are basically going to be given bullet points so all you
need to be able to do is understand the main points rather than every single word. As you know, the
first six points are all positive so they may not be the easiest ones to concentrate in order to make
your decision. The last point is always a negative aspect to the choice. Look at these final points first
and assess which one is the most negative of the two choices. This will help you to quickly decide
which option is the best and save you a lot of time which you can then spend working out how to
present your choices in an original way (paraphrasing) to your partner.

Stage 2

Look at the model answer below and fill the gaps with the correct form of the words in the box. Use each word once only.

ingredients however off out over accompaniment
after inappropriate tasty potentially poultry furthermore

ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR

The first salad option that I have is a Caesar salad, named (1) .................. the famous Roman emperor I assume. It contains
quite an assortment of (2) .................... including egg, fish and chicken. For me this is (3) ..................... what makes puts me
(4) .................... this salad as the best option for the magazine as it is (5) .................. for vegetarians and vegans. (6) ............,
it is recommended as a(n) (7) ..................... for (8) ..................... dishes but as it already contains chicken I think it might be
a bit (9) ...................... the top. (10) ......................., I wouldn’t completely rule it (11) ...................... as it sounds quite 
(12) .................... .

Test 8
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Succeed in ECPE 

Time devoted to oral assessment: approx. 2535 minutes.
Candidates are examined in pairs by two Examiners. 
The Test contains five stages as follows: 

Stage 1: Introduction and warmup (35 minutes)
In this stage you are asked nonsensitive, factual background 
information (e.g. family, school, occupation, hobbies), or
questions relating to the theme of the speaking task. 

Potential questions:
�     Do you ever read food magazines?
�     Are you open to trying different foods?
�     What is the strangest food you have ever tasted?
�     What do you think of junk food, and takeaway food?

Stage 2: Allow test takers to learn about the 
   decision they will make and get familiar 
   with the options.
In this stage the topic of the speaking task will be introduced
and instructions will be provided. 
Examiner 1:
• The two (three) of you work for a food magazine. 
• You have been asked to serve on a committee to select a 
   salad recipe to be printed on their forthcoming edition. 
• Your task is to decide on the best recipe, from a choice of 
   four. 
• Each of you will be given a sheet with brief notes about 
   only two of these salad recipes. 
• You will have about 2 minutes to read your sheet and 
   prepare a summary of each recipe. Then you will present 
   these two recipes to your partner. The goal is for you both 
   (all) to get information about the four (six) salad recipes.

You may look at your sheet at any time, but you will not be
allowed to read your partner’s sheet. Remember that you do
not need to memorize anything and that you may take notes,
if you wish, but there is no need for notes since you are free,
at any time, to ask your partner to repeat or clarify any of the
information he/she is presenting. If you have any questions
about the instructions, please feel free to ask. 
(Examiner 1 hands out information sheets.)

Examiner 1: When you are presenting each of your recipes 
to your partner, you should use your own words and provide
as much detail as you can, based on the information you 
have been given. Listen carefully to your partner so that you
can give him/her your recommendation of the best recipe of
the two he/she will present to you. 
(Candidate 1 presents his/her recipes and then, Candidate 2 
recommends one of these recipes and vice versa.) 

Examiner 1: Choose one of your two recipes and think of 
reasons why you believe it is better. Remember that either
recipe is good, but you need to select only one. 
(Candidates present their choice and explain their reasons.)

Stage 3: Consensus Reaching (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will work with your partner to choose the
best recipe by comparing and contrasting the two recipes,
requesting and supplying information, negotiating and 
providing reasons. 

Examiner 1: Now you will compare and contrast the recipe
you have chosen with the one your partner has selected. You
will need to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each
recipe. Your goal is to choose the best recipe. Remember that
either recipe is good, but you need to select only one. 
You also need to give the reasons for your final decision and
explain why they are important. Remember that you are not
allowed to look at each other’s sheet.    
(Candidates work together and interact.) 

Stage 4: Presenting & Convincing (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will formally present your final decision to 
Examiner 2.
Examiner 1: Now, you will formally present your final decision
to Examiner 2 who plays the role of the magazine editor. You
will each need to present two different reasons and explain why
they are important. You will also need to convince Examiner 2
that your choice is the best. After your presentation, Examiner 2
will ask you some questions about your decision. You can take
23 minutes to plan your presentation and which reasons you
will each present. You may at this point read each other’s
sheet.

Stage 4a: Plan a presentation

Stage 4b: Make a formal, persuasive presentation
    that the option they have chosen is the 
    best one
(Candidates prepare a presentation of their recommendation 
and decide on the reasons each will present.) 
(Examiner 1 introduces Examiner 2.) 

Examiner 2: I understand that you have reached a decision and
you would like to give me your recommendation.  
(Candidates present their recommendation. Each presents two 
reasons and justifies them.) 

Stage 5: Justifying & Defending (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will be asked questions about the reasons 
you have provided to justify and defend your final decision.
Questions will depend on your responses. 
(Examiner 2 asks questions.)
(Candidates respond.)
(Examiner 2 closes the speaking test and thanks the candidates 
for their presentation.)

SPEAKING

Test 8
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8Test

Stage 5

Useful language
Making a suggestion 
How about ...? What if ...?
I reckon we should opt for ... I don’t know about you but I ...
I think we should carefully consider ...      Wouldn’t it be a good idea to choose ...

Asking for an opinion
What are your thoughts/feelings on ...? Have you considered ...?
Any (initial) thoughts on ...? What’s your position on ...?         
What’s your take on ...? Would I be right in assuming that you think ...?
Am I right in thinking ...?

Extra questions from 
the examiner for Stage 5

1. What do you think has led to the popularity of cooking
programmes on TV?

2. Can you tell me about a celebrity chef from your country?
3. What impact can a good or bad review have on a

restaurant?
4. How important is it for commercial kitchens to follow

food hygiene and safety procedures?
5. Do you believe it is important for everyone to learn how

to cook? Why/Why not?

Stages 3 & 4

Model answer
Can you tell me about a celebrity chef from your country?

To be honest I don’t actually know any celebrity chefs from my own country but if it’s okay I
can tell you about a British celebrity chef called Gordon Ramsey. I think he’s been around for
quite a while and he has become very famous since he created a TV programme where he
rejuvenates restaurants that are in such a terrible state that they are likely to go bust.
Ramsey is a brilliant chef but also a larger than life character and he basically bullies the
restaurant owners and staff until they get their act together. Ramsey has also published
many books on different types of cuisine that are international best sellers.

Exam Tip
Now you have to have a conversation with your partner to make a decision on the best recipe
to include in the magazine. In some ways the recipes are quite similar; they are all salads so this
might make it more difficult than other tasks such as choosing a candidate for a job. Therefore
you need to think carefully about what makes each recipe stand out from the others either in a
good or bad way. During these stages the examiner is listening to how you and your partner
interact with each other and not just at your individual language skills so it’s important that you
have a balanced conversation and that you respond correctly to what your partner says.

Make sure that when your partner makes a comment you respond directly to what they say and
justify why you agree or disagree with them. You get marks for showing that you are listening
to and can respond effectively to your partner.

Whenever possible, try to build the conversation and add extra snippets of information or opin
ion to what your partner says. For example, if they say “I think we should choose a recipe that
has the broadest appeal”, you could respond with something like: “That’s a great idea. Do you
think it would be better to stick with something vegetarian in that case?” Simply responding
with “I agree” will not help you get you those extra marks.

Exam Tip
Don’t forget to stay focused on this final stage of
the Speaking test. Sometimes candidates feel a
sense of relief that the test is nearly over and don’t
listen carefully to the final questions in Stage 5.
however, this is a really good opportunity to pick
up a few extra marks as last impressions are just as
important as first impressions! End your Speaking
test with a flourish!

ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR
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Succeed in ECPE 

SPEAKING TEST 8 Salad Recipes 

'Caesars Salad'   
The following list provides some relevant information about ‘Caesars Salad’
and comments made by chefs and tasters:

•   a tossed salad of greens, anchovies, croutons and grated cheese
•   includes chicken breast 
•   a dressing of olive oil, lemon juice and a raw or coddled egg
•   preparation time: 15 minutes 
•  accompanies dishes of white meat and chicken 
•   soft and light taste 
•   not suitable for vegetarians

'Tuna Salad' 
The following list provides some relevant information about ‘Tuna Salad’
and comments made by chefs and tasters:

•   a blend of typically three main ingredients: tuna, eggs and some form 
    of mayonnaise or mayonnaisesubstitute
•   eggs can be omitted 
•   quick to prepare / less than 10 minutes
•   rich in protein and vitamins 
•   accompanies fish dishes
•   delicious and nutritious 
•   not everybody likes tuna or fish

Candidate 1  
Information Sheet

SPEAKING

Test 8
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'Pasta Salad'  
The following list provides some relevant information about ‘Pasta Salad’
and comments made by chefs and tasters:

•   tomatoes and basil tossed with olives, bell peppers and rotini pasta
•   a dressing of a creamy, piquant blend of mayonnaise, red wine, 
    vinegar and garlic.
•   let the salad chill overnight to bring out the flavors
•   add the kind of pasta you like 
•   excellent taste / absolutely delicious 
•   easy to prepare
•   not very different form a pasta dish and very calorific

'Boiled Vegetable Salad'   
The following list provides some relevant information about ‘Boiled
Vegetable Salad’ and comments made by chefs and tasters:

•   broccoli, carrots, leeks, beetroots and zucchini boiled and cut 
    in pieces and served together
•   very little dressing, just a bit of salt & a drizzle of balsamic 
    vinegar or good olive oil
•   preparation time: 20 minutes 
•   nice and simple lunch time salad 
•   accompanies all dishes / served hot 
•   extremely healthy / low calories    
•   lacks variety of ingredients and some people 
    wouldn't classify it as a salad

Candidate 2  
Information Sheet

SPEAKING TEST 8 Salad Recipes 

SPEAKING

Test 8
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Exam Tip
It’s very common in stage 1 of the Speaking test to be asked about your language learning
experiences. Remember you are trying to expand on your answers at this stage so let’s remind
ourselves how we can avoid giving answers that are too short and not sophisticated enough.

Look at the first question in your book:

How many languages do you speak?

Now you might think this is a difficult question to expand on. At level B2 you would probably
say something like; “I speak Greek and English which I have been learning for 5 years”. This
would be a perfectly acceptable answer for a lower level. However, for ECPE we need to think
of ways to elaborate on our answer. 
Look at the model answer below:

If you look at the underlined parts of the comments you can see where the candidate has paraphrased the given information.

Stage 1

Model answer
Greek is my native language but I have been learning English since I was nine years old so I would like
to think I have reached a fairly high level by now. Of course there is always room for improvement.
About six months ago I started an intensive course in Spanish as the company I work for has a branch
in Madrid so I am optimistic that I will soon have a third language under my belt. 

Can you see how the candidate has made a simple fact of speaking three languages into an interesting
response? They have included some idiomatic expressions and used a variety of tenses and linking
phrases. You can practice these kinds of responses on your own by looking at the type of questions
that you might be asked and writing down two or three different possible responses, making sure that
you have included one or two phrasal verbs, idioms, adverbs, more advanced vocabulary etc.

Exam Tip
In the task you have been set in this test there are a number of practical aspects to take into
account. Remember that this is not about the type of dictionary that you would prefer to buy. It is
something that a school is going to recommend to their students. So you need to consider the cost,
the physical size, online options, whether it is an EnglishEnglish dictionary or dual language and
any extra benefits it might offer.
Also bear in mind that the final point will be a disadvantage and this can often be a deal breaker.
Don’t forget the importance of paraphrasing the information you are given in Stage 2. Do NOT just
read the information to your partner as you will lose marks for this. 

Stage 2

Model answer – Presenting your choice of dictionary to your partner

I propose that the best option from my two dictionaries is The Essential English Dictionary. There are several
reasons why this dictionary stands out as the preferable choice. The most common words that are tricky to
use are explained in stages that are easy to follow. It’s a visually attractive book as many of the entries are
illustrated in full‐color. This is particularly stimulating for younger learners. Specialist areas such as science,
literature and business are comprehensively tackled in this edition. In my opinion, the Writing Guide Section
is an invaluable tool. There is however, one apparent drawback to this dictionary and that is its sheer size
and weight but as it has a complimentary online facility this really isn’t a problem as students can access the
information via their smart phone no matter where they are. All in all I would say that this is an outstanding
dictionary.

Stages 1 & 2 ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR

Test 9
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Test 9

SPEAKING
Time devoted to oral assessment: approx. 2535 minutes.
Candidates are examined in pairs by two Examiners. 
The Test contains five stages as follows: 

Stage 1: Introduction and warmup (35 minutes)
In this stage you are asked nonsensitive, factual background 
information (e.g. family, school, occupation, hobbies), or
questions relating to the theme of the speaking task. 

Potential questions:
�     How many languages do you speak?
�     How often do you use a dictionary? 
�     How important is it to have a large vocabulary?
�     What kind of dictionaries do you normally use? Printed 
     books, online or mobile apps?

Stage 2: Allow test takers to learn about the 
   decision they will make and get familiar 
   with the options.
In this stage the topic of the speaking task will be introduced
and instructions will be provided. 
Examiner 1:
• The two (three) of you work as teachers of English in a 
   language school.
• You have been asked to serve on a committee to select 
   an English Dictionary for their students to buy. 
• Your task is to decide on the best dictionary, from a choice 
   of four. 
• Each of you will be given a sheet with brief notes about 
   only two of these dictionaries. 
• You will have about 2 minutes to read your sheet and 
   prepare a summary of each dictionary. Then you will 
   present these two dictionaries to your partner. The goal 
   is for you both (all) to get information about the four (six) 
   dictionaries.

You may look at your sheet at any time, but you will not be
allowed to read your partner’s sheet. Remember that you do
not need to memorize anything and that you may take notes,
if you wish, but there is no need for notes since you are free,
at any time, to ask your partner to repeat or clarify any of the
information he/she is presenting. If you have any questions
about the instructions, please feel free to ask. 
(Examiner 1 hands out information sheets.)

Examiner 1: When you are presenting each of your dictionaries
to your partner, you should use your own words and provide
as much detail as you can, based on the information you have
been given. Listen carefully to your partner so that you can
give him/her your recommendation of the best dictionary of
the two he/she will present to you. 
(Candidate 1 presents his/her dictionaries and Candidate 2 
recommends one of these dictionaries and vice versa.) 

Examiner 1: Choose one of your two dictionaries and think of
reasons why you believe it is better. Remember that either 
dictionary is good, but you need to select only one. 
(Candidates present their choice and explain their reasons.)

Stage 3: Consensus Reaching (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will work with your partner to choose 
the best dictionary by comparing and contrasting the two 
dictionaries, requesting and supplying information, negotiating
and providing reasons. 

Examiner 1: Now you will compare and contrast the dictionary
you have chosen with the one your partner has selected. You
will need to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each
dictionary. Your goal is to choose the best dictionary. Remember
that either dictionary is good, but you need to select only one.
You also need to give the reasons for your final decision and
explain why they are important. Remember that you are not
allowed to look at each other’s sheet.    
(Candidates work together and interact.) 

Stage 4: Presenting & Convincing (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will formally present your final decision to 
Examiner 2.
Examiner 1: Now, you will formally present your final decision
to Examiner 2 who plays the role of the Head of the committee.
You will each need to present two different reasons and explain
why they are important. You also need to convince Examiner 2
that your choice is the best. After your presentation, Examiner 2
will ask you some questions about your decision. You can take
23 minutes to plan your presentation and which reasons you’ll
each present. You may at this point read each other’s sheet.

Stage 4a: Plan a presentation

Stage 4b: Make a formal, persuasive presentation
    that the option they have chosen is the 
    best one
(Candidates prepare a presentation of their recommendation 
and decide on the reasons each will present.) 
(Examiner 1 introduces Examiner 2.) 
Examiner 2: I understand that you have reached a decision and
you would like to give me your recommendation.  
(Candidates present their recommendation. Each presents two
reasons and justifies them.) 

Stage 5: Justifying & Defending (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will be asked questions about the reasons 
you have provided to justify and defend your final decision.
Questions will depend on your responses. 
(Examiner 2 asks questions.)
(Candidates respond.)
(Examiner 2 closes the speaking test and thanks the candidates 
for their presentation.)

34-53-Succeed ECPE 2021 - TESTS 7-10 SPEAKING SUPPLEMENT NEW_UNIT-01.QXD  1/29/2021  1:36 PM  Page 45



46

Succeed in ECPE 

Stage 5
Extra questions from 

the examiner for Stage 5
1. To what extent do you think technology is changing teaching
   methods?
2. What can a physical book offer that an online book cannot?
3. Do you believe that all teaching can be done effectively online?
4. Do you believe it is better to learn from a bilingual dictionary or
   an EnglishEnglish dictionary?
5. What in your opinion is the hardest aspect of language learning?

Stages 3 & 4

Look at this example:

So you can see that from a single word you can expand your vocabulary considerably.

Complete the sentences below with a derivative of the word given at the end of the sentence. Use an English dictionary
to help you if you need to. Some of the sentences might help you talk about the dictionaries.

1.   You need to work out what information is of use to your research and what is ......................... so that you can discard it.
      (RELEVANCE)
2.   The way that the book is written is truly .................... . (INSPIRING)
3.   It takes real ............................ to learn a language. (DEDICATE)
4.   We need to consider the .......................... of selecting such physically large volumes for our students. (PRACTICAL)
5.   You need to understand the ........................... of giving students too much information in one go. (IMPLY)
6.   A good dictionary is essential if you want to .......................... your language skills. (FAR)
7.   It’s ..................... to expect to learn a language in a few weeks. (REASON)
8.   Many students are ............................. to speaking a second language as most of their knowledge is passive. (ACCUSTOM)
9.   Unless you ............................. your mistakes, you will never learn from them. (KNOWLEDGE)
10. You should never ............................ the value of a good dictionary. (ESTIMATE)

Model answer
Do you believe that all teaching can be done effectively online?

In this modern age of Information Technology it is inevitable that more and more education will take place
online. I strongly believe that this is the way forward and it does make learning more accessible. However,
in my opinion learning with peers in a classroom with a teacher will always provide a more rounded educa
tional experience. A live teacher can assess how each student is coping and developing by observing their
interaction and picking up on any problems. There are also subjects such as music, drama, art and physical
education which could not possibly be taught as well through virtual classrooms.

MOTIVATE – This is your base word. Now look at the way we can expand on this word.

Verb: motivate noun: motivation/motive/motivator adj: motivational/motivating/motivated
synonym: inspire/stimulate/encourage
antonym: discourage/motiveless/uninspired/put off /unmotivated/demotivate
set phrase/idiom/collocation: lack of motivation/a motivating factor/underlying motivation
Example sentence: Teaching is all about motivating people to expand their knowledge.

Exam Tip
Now that you have understood the importance of using advanced language, it's time to start adding high
level words to your active vocabulary. Start with vocabulary about your interests and everyday life as this is
what you will use most frequently. Don’t restrict yourself to individual words. Try to use the new word in a
short phrase or better still a complete sentence. Another way of expanding your vocabulary is by looking up
derivatives of new words. You might also look up idioms and phrasal verbs that contain the word. But you
have to start using these new words. That means saying them in conversations, writing them in emails, and
being prepared to make some mistakes. If you aren't making mistakes you aren't learning.

Exam Tip
Stage 5 is similar to stage 1 in that you will be
focusing more on questions asked by the examiner
again rather than working collaboratively with your
partner. As a result it is a further opportunity to
illustrate your more advanced vocabulary and use
of English in a more individual way. Listen to the
questions carefully, make sure that your response is
relevant and don’t forget to justify and develop
your answers.

Test 9 ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR
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Test 9

SPEAKING TEST 9     English Dictionaries 

'Concise English Dictionary' 
The following list provides some relevant information about 
‘Concise English Dictionary’:

•   50,000 examples of everyday English 
•   fullsentence definitions 
•   5,000 synonyms and antonyms 
•   1,000 illustrated words 
•   useful appendices on writing and punctuation
•   interactive DVD included
•   too expensive to buy

'Student English Dictionary' 
The following list provides some relevant information about 
‘Student English Dictionary’:

•   bilingual edition 
•   7,000 synonyms and antonyms 
•   cultural notes 
•   usage notes giving extra information on language points 
•   new ‘internet & technology’ vocabulary included
•   100 study pages, including essay writing and writing emails
•   no examples to show how the words are used in context

Candidate 1  
Information Sheet

SPEAKING
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SPEAKING TEST 9     English Dictionaries 

'Essential English Dictionary'  
The following list provides some relevant information about
‘Essential English Dictionary’:

•   stepbystep treatment of the most frequently used but 
    difficult words in the English language
•   fullcolor illustrations for vocabulary building 
•   100,000 entries / 5,000 words from science, literature and business 
•   entries divided into paragraphs / found more easily and quickly
•   Writing Guide section
•   free, online subscription
•   too heavy to carry to school

'Compact English Dictionary'   
The following list provides some relevant information about
‘Compact English Dictionary’:

•   80,000 English words, phrases and meanings 
•   50,000 example sentences 
•   separate section with 2,000 idioms 
•   grammar points (i.e. plurals, comparatives, verb parts) 
    given in full 
•   ideal for nonnative speakers of English
•   150 study pages on grammar and writing 
•   online resources not available

Candidate 2  
Information Sheet

SPEAKING

Test 9

34-53-Succeed ECPE 2021 - TESTS 7-10 SPEAKING SUPPLEMENT NEW_UNIT-01.QXD  1/29/2021  1:36 PM  Page 48



Stages 1 & 2

Exam Tip
In this test you will be asked to talk about travel and vacations. This is a
topic that often comes up in speaking tests so it’s a good one to focus on
when you are learning interesting vocabulary and phrases. Look at the
vocabulary below before you answer the questions in Stage 1.

Stage 1

Model answer
How do you spend your time while on vacation?

I’m embarrassed to admit that I’m not a particularly adventurous person and I like to take it easy when
I go on vacation. I tend to return to familiar places where I can while away the time chilling out on the
beach during the day and unwinding in a beautiful restaurant or bar in the evening. I might do a bit of
sightseeing but the sole purpose of a vacation for me is to basically recharge my batteries.

Exam Tip
In Stage 2 you will need to use quite
descriptive language. You will need to
consider physical descriptions but also the
atmosphere of a place. If there are any
words that you do not understand look
them up in a dictionary.

Stage 2

Model answer – Presenting your choice of island to your partner

The clear favourite for me of the two islands is Rhodes as it is a stunning island with a wide choice of
interesting cultural places to visit. It’s very convenient to get to as you can fly there or go by ferry.
This is the ideal choice for a family holiday as it won’t break the bank if a family wants to stay in a
hotel and eating out is reasonable too unlike some of the neighboring islands. It’s famous for its long
stretches of golden beaches but on the other hand these many delightful attractions can lead to it
being overcrowded in the high season. But to be honest, for the majority of people the advantages of
this large island definitely outweigh the disadvantages as it offers something for everyone. 

49

Useful vocabulary and phrases  Going on vacation

home from home be a creature of habit feel at ease somewhere
familiar settings nothing short of heaven/paradise take it easy
make memories reminisce hospitality
while away the time be carefree/not have a care in the world let your hair down
put your feet up un wind escape the rat race soothe
rejuvenate seek new adventures explore new pastures
a trip of a lifetime recharge ones batteries

Useful vocabulary and phrases  Describing an island

tranquil picturesque stunning charming
exotic disturbing delightful unfamiliar
challenging alien remote overseas
far off one of a kind captivating thought‐provoking
extraordinary distinctive unique

ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR

Test 10
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Succeed in ECPE 

SPEAKING
Time devoted to oral assessment: approx. 2535 minutes.
Candidates are examined in pairs by two Examiners. 
The Test contains five stages as follows: 

Stage 1: Introduction and warmup (35 minutes)
In this stage you are asked nonsensitive, factual background 
information (e.g. family, school, occupation, hobbies), or
questions relating to the theme of the speaking task. 

Potential questions:
�     Where do you usually go on vacation?
�     How do you spend your time while on vacation? 
�     Describe a typical day of your vacation.
�     Do you visit the same place twice? 

Stage 2: Allow test takers to learn about the 
   decision they will make and get familiar 
   with the options.
In this stage the topic of the speaking task will be introduced
and instructions will be provided. 
Examiner 1:
• The two (three) of you work for a Travel magazine. 
• You have been asked to serve on a committee to select  
   a Greek island destination as an award for their annual 
   competition. 
• Your task is to decide on the best island destination, from 
  a choice of four. 

• Each of you will be given a sheet with brief notes about 
   only two of these island destinations. 
• You will have about 2 minutes to read your sheet and 
   prepare a summary of each island destination. Then you 
   will present these two island destinations to your partner. 
   The goal is for you both (all) to get information about the 
   four (six) island destinations.

You may look at your sheet at any time, but you are not
allowed to read your partner’s sheet. Remember that you do
not need to memorize anything and that you may take notes,
if you wish, but there is no need for notes since you are free 
at any time to ask your partner to repeat or clarify any of the
information he/she is presenting. If you have any questions
about the instructions, please feel free to ask. 
(Examiner 1 hands out information sheets.)

Examiner 1: When you are presenting each of your island 
destinations to your partner, you should use your own words
and provide as much detail as you can, based on the information
you have been given. Listen carefully to your partner so that
you can give him/her your recommendation of the best island
destination of the two he/she will present to you.  
(Candidate 1 presents his/her island destinations and then,
Candidate 2 recommends one of these island destinations
and vice versa.) 

Examiner 1: Choose one of your two island destinations and
think of reasons why you believe it is better. Remember that
either island destination is good, but you need to select only
one. (Candidates present their choice and explain their reasons.)

Stage 3: Consensus Reaching (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will work with your partner to choose the 
best island destination by comparing and contrasting the 
two destinations, by requesting and supplying information,
negotiating and providing reasons. 

Examiner 1: Now you will compare and contrast the island
destination you have chosen with the one your partner 
has selected. You will need to discuss the advantages and 
disadvantages of each island destination. Your goal is to
choose the best island destination. Remember that either
island destination is good, but you need to select only one.
You also need to give the reasons for your final decision and
explain why they are important. Remember that you are not
allowed to look at each other’s sheet.    
(Candidates work together and interact.) 

Stage 4: Presenting & Convincing (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will formally present your final decision to 
Examiner 2.
Examiner 1: Now, you will formally present your final decision
to Examiner 2 who works for the ‘Travel Plan Network’. You
will each need to present two different reasons and explain why
they are important. You will also need to convince Examiner 2
that your choice is the best. After your presentation, Examiner 2
will ask you some questions about your decision. You can take
23 minutes to plan your presentation and which reasons you
will each present. You may at this point read each other’s
sheet.

Stage 4a: Plan a presentation

Stage 4b: Make a formal, persuasive presentation
    that the option they have chosen is the 
    best one
(Candidates prepare a presentation of their recommendation 
and decide on the reasons each will present.) 
(Examiner 1 introduces Examiner 2.) 
Examiner 2: I understand that you have reached a decision and
you would like to give me your recommendation.  
(Candidates present their recommendation. Each presents two
reasons and justifies them.) 

Stage 5: Justifying & Defending (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will be asked questions about the reasons 
you have provided to justify and defend your final decision.
Questions will depend on your responses. 
(Examiner 2 asks questions.)
(Candidates respond.)

(Examiner 2 closes the speaking test and thanks the candidates
for their presentation.)

Test 10
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Test 10

Stage 5

Model answer – Presenting a final choice to the examiner
Look at the model answer below and fill the gaps with words from the box below.

ruined cuisine remote ideal conclusion
undoubtedly show stunningly aspect escape

Examiner: I understand that you have reached a decision and you would like to give me your recommendation.
Candidate A: That’s correct. It wasn’t an easy decision as all of the islands sound charming and (1) ....................
beautiful. However after much deliberation we opted for Kythira.
Candidate B: Yes and we realize this is probably quite a surprising choice as in some ways it offers less than the other
islands and is certainly quite (2) .................... . Actually this is one of the reasons that we chose it because it is not as
famous as say Rhodes and so people may not be aware of what it has to offer.
Candidate A: Absolutely. We came to the (3) ................... that this tranquil island offers a real (4) ................... from the
rat race. It offers a simple way of life that has not been (5) .................. by vast numbers of tourists.
Candidate B: Actually because of its natural beauty and the fact that it is not a commercial island, it is the (6) ...............
place for walking in nature and enjoying the local flora and fauna. It would be a wonderful destination for anyone
interested in photography. And there was one other strong (7) ................ of the island that we thought was interesting
wasn’t there?
Candidate A: That’s right. The island is actually wellknown for its tasty local (8) .................... . It has some unique 
dishes which the islanders are proud to (9) ............... off in the many wonderful family restaurants.
Candidate B: So those are the reasons why we decided that Kythira should (10) ........................ be the awardwinning island.

Extra questions from 
the examiner for Stage 5

1. What detrimental impact can tourism have on places of natural beauty?
2. Why has environmentallyfriendly tourism taking off in recent years?
3. Do you believe that every country is capable of having a thriving
   tourism industry?
4. Do you believe that there are good career opportunities in the
   tourist industry?
5. What, in your opinion, do you think is the difference between
   a traveler and a tourist? 

Stages 3 & 4

Model answer
Why has environmentally‐friendly tourism taking off in recent years?

Green tourism is all the rage these days and rightly so. This is due to the plight of our planet being highlighted on the
media and particularly social media. The human race has caused terrible damage to the Earth and it is our responsibility
to do everything we can to assist the planet as it attempts to heal itself. We can all play our part in being responsible
tourists by ensuring that we respect and protect the natural habitats that we choose to visit. We can even go one step
further by going on vacations that actually help to restore or preserve the environment. This is an ideology that has
grown particularly among young people as the world has finally woken up to the plight of our planet.

Exam Tip
In stages 3 and 4 you and your partner will work together to choose which island you both agree on and how you
are going to present it to the examiner. As we have mentioned before, this is a collaborative task where you must
work together. Many candidates worry that their partner might try to dominate the conversation or on the other
hand be too shy and nervous and not contribute enough and therefore make it more difficult for you to complete
the task. You shouldn’t worry about this as the only person who affects your grade is you. The examiners are
EXPERTS and they have seen everything many times before. They will understand whatever situation you are in. If
your partner talks too much they will penalize him, but not you. If you have to talk too much because the other
candidate is so nervous, that won't count against you. Whatever happens in stages 3 and 4, the examiners will
assess your performance in the whole Speaking test in a fair way.

Exam Tip
Remember that you do not necessarily have to
have prior knowledge of a topic in the exam as
there will never be a wrong or right answer.
Just express your honest opinion and in Stage
5 try not to repeat ideas that have already
been raised in the other stages of the test. The
questions will be specially chosen to introduce
a slightly different aspect of the topic to help
you come up with some final ideas.

ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR
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Succeed in ECPE 

SPEAKING TEST 10 Greek island destinations

The island of Rhodes  
The following list provides some relevant information about Rhodes
and comments made by former visitors: 

•   great for families
•   not too expensive
•   plethora of interesting archaeological sites, beautiful ruins, 
    Byzantine churches and impressive Venetian fortresses 
•   wonderful sandy beaches 
•   one of the most popular islands of Greece  
•   accessible by sea and by air  
•   too crowded

The island of Spetses 
The following list provides some relevant information about Spetses
and comments made by former visitors:

•   very small island in the Saronic Gulf, with rich vegetation 
    and many pine trees
•   variety of wonderful sandy beaches and lovely secluded bays
•   picturesque and authentic villages / real architectural beauty
•   good restaurants
•   very close to Athens 
•   not crowded with tourists 
•   not easy to get around as cars are not allowed / walk around the island, 
    or hire a bicycle 

Candidate 1  
Information Sheet

SPEAKING
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Test 10

SPEAKING TEST 10               Greek island destinations

The island of Syros 
The following list provides some relevant information about Syros
and comments made by former visitors:

•   Cycladic island situated at the center of the Cyclades complex
•   full of beauty and charm created by its unspoiled landscape, 
    authenticity and traditional villages. 
•   Venetian and neoclassical buildings
•   nice beaches 
•   accessible by conventional and highspeed ferry boats 
•   popular destination  many Greek visitors, especially in the summer
•   no airport

The island of Kythira 
     The following list provides some relevant information about Kythira
    and comments made by former visitors:

•   small picturesque island
•   many beautiful beaches, ancient castles and churches
•   interesting local cuisine
•   accessible by sea or by air  transportation outside the capital 
•   not a crowded island
•   hiking trails lead you through a versatile nature
•   not suitable for young children

Candidate 2  
Information Sheet

SPEAKING
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Stage 2

Look at the model answer below and fill the gaps with the words from the box below. Use each word once only. Notice how
the information has been paraphrased as you read the text.

focused hold personality courteous adequate apparent
highly unpredictable unnecessarily depended handle reluctant

Exam Tip
In Stage 1 of the Speaking Test when you talk
about yourself and give your personal opinion
on a subject you do not need to worry about
whether the examiner agrees with your opinion
or approves of your lifestyle. They are only
there to assess your use of the English lan
guage. There is no such thing as a ‘judgemental
examiner’; in fact the opposite is true as they
are carefully trained to put you at ease as well
and as quickly as they can. They know that in
order to get the best from you, you need to
feel comfortable and as confident as possible.
This is why it is never a problem if you ask them
to repeat or clarify a question, although having
said that, pay attention to everything that is
being said throughout the test and don’t drift
off or daydream when your partner is speaking.

Exam Tip
In Stage 2 you need to choose which of the four English instructors would be most
suitable for the summer camp position. As you look at the candidates you might want
to consider some of the following points:

How experienced are they?
Do they have any qualifications?
Are they willing to take part in extra activities?
What sort of personality are they?
What is their level of Italian?

Stage 1

Model answer
Question: Do you like sports? What is your favorite sport?

To be honest I’m not that keen on watching sport. I get a bit
bored and restless as a spectator but that is because ironically
I’m a very sporty person. I like to be actively involved and
competing rather than a passive bystander. Basketball is my
thing. I play at least three times a week and believe it’s the
best way to keep fit.

This is a very basic question so it would have been tempting
to give a short basic answer but do not fall into that trap. At
ECPE level your answer must always be a decent length and
of a high level of vocabulary and use of English.

Model answer – Presenting an instructor  to your partner
The first person I am going to tell you about is Janet Robertson. Janet is (1).................. qualified in
English Language Teaching – in fact she’s even written articles for an academic magazine. More impor
tantly however, she’s already worked at four summer camps so she’s got a good understanding of what’s
expected of her in this role and hopefully she’ll be able to (2).................... the kids without any prob
lems. As far as her (3)....................... is concerned Janet is someone that can be (4)....................... on
which is extremely important for this position. Even better, Janet is sociable, (5)....................... and flexi
ble. We both know that summer camps are (6)...................... – you never know what is going to happen
next and they can also be challenging so Janet’s personality will (7)..................... her in good stead for
this role. Janet has a(n) (8).......................... level of spoken Italian, after all, the children are encouraged
to speak English all the time. The only (9).......................... stumbling block with Janet is that she’s quite
(10)........................ to teach grammar but to be perfectly honest, the summer camp kids are more 
(11)....................... on building their vocabulary and improving their oral skills, so I don’t think we should
worry (12)...................... about that.

Stages 1 & 2

ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR
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Test 11

Time devoted to oral assessment: approx. 2535 minutes.
Candidates are examined in pairs by two Examiners. 
The Test contains five stages as follows: 

Stage 1: Introduction and warmup (35 minutes)
In this stage you are asked nonsensitive, factual background 
information (e.g. family, school, occupation, hobbies), or
questions relating to the theme of the speaking task. 

Potential questions:
�    Do you like adventure or relaxing holidays? 
�  Do you like sports? What is your favorite sport? 
�   Have you traveled abroad and where?

Stage 2: Allow test takers to learn about the 
   decision they will make and get familiar 
   with the options.
In this stage the topic of the speaking task will be introduced
and instructions will be provided. 
Examiner 1:
• The two (three) of you work for a Summer Camp in Tuscany
   (Italy)
• You have been asked to serve on a committee to select an 
   English Language Instructor to work for them on a fixed term 
   contract for the forthcoming summer.
• Your task is to decide on the best English Instructor, from a 
   choice of four. 
• Each of you will be given a sheet with brief notes about only 
   two of these English Instructors. 
• You will have about 2 minutes to read your sheet and 
   prepare a summary of each English Instructor,. Then you will
   present these two English Instructors to your partner. The 
   goal is for you both (all) to get information about the four 
   (six) English Instructors.
You may look at your sheet at any time, but you are not
allowed to read your partner’s sheet. Remember that you do
not need to memorize anything and that you may take notes,
if you wish, but there is no need for notes since you are free at
any time to ask your partner to repeat or clarify any of the
information he/she is presenting. If you have any questions
about the instructions, please feel free to ask. 
(Examiner 1 hands out information sheets.)
Examiner 1: When you are presenting each of your English
Instructors to your partner, you should use your own words
and provide as much detail as you can, based on the informa
tion you have been given. Listen carefully to your partner so
that you can give him/her your recommendation of the best
English Instructor of the two he/she will present to you. 
(Candidate 1 presents his/her English Instructors and
Candidate 2 recommends one of these English Instructors and
vice versa.) 
Examiner 1: Choose one of your two English Instructors and
think of reasons why you believe he or she is better.
Remember that either English Instructor is good, but you need to
select only one. (Candidates present their choice and explain their
reasons.)

Stage 3: Consensus Reaching (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will work with your partner to choose the
best English Instructor by comparing and contrasting the two
English Instructors, requesting and supplying information,
negotiating and providing reasons. 

Examiner 1: Now you will compare and contrast the English
Instructor you have chosen with the one your partner has
selected. You will need to discuss the advantages and disad
vantages of each English Instructor. Your goal is to choose the
best English Instructor. Remember that either English
Instructor is good, but you need to select only one. You also
need to give the reasons for your final decision and explain
why they are important. Remember that you are not allowed
to look at each other’s sheet. (Candidates work together and
interact.)

Stage 4: Presenting & Convincing (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will formally present your final decision to
Examiner 2.
Examiner 1: Now, you will formally present your final decision
to Examiner 2 who plays the role of the Director of Studies.
You will each need to present two different reasons and
explain why they are important. You will also need to convince
Examiner 2 that your choice is the best. After your presenta
tion, Examiner 2 will ask you some questions about your deci
sion. You can take 23 minutes to plan your presentation and
which reasons you will each present. You may at this point
read each other’s sheet. 

Stage 4a: Plan a presentation

Stage 4b: Make a formal, persuasive presentation
    that the option they have chosen is the 
    best one
(Candidates prepare a presentation of their recommendation 
and decide on the reasons each will present.) 
(Examiner 1 introduces Examiner 2.) 
Examiner 2: I understand that you have reached a decision and
you would like to give me your recommendation.  
(Candidates present their recommendation. Each presents two
reasons and justifies them.) 

Stage 5: Justifying & Defending (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will be asked questions about the reasons 
you have provided to justify and defend your final decision.
Questions will depend on your responses. 
(Examiner 2 asks questions.)
(Candidates respond.)

(Examiner 2 closes the speaking test and thanks the candidates
for their presentation.)

SPEAKING
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Stages 3 & 4

ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR

Exam Tip
In Stages 3 and 4 you are going to have to make a decision as to which of the English instructors you want to put forward
for the job. As they are all possible candidates you may not agree immediately on which one to choose. However, as you
already know you have to reach an agreement so you will probably need to compromise. In this situation you could say
things like:

I suppose so                                                                                         You may/could be right in what you are saying.
I guess there’s some truth in that.                                                   I’m not entirely convinced but I’m prepared to go with it.
I guess I can see the value in what you’re saying.                        They wouldn’t have been my initial choice/the obvious 
                                                                                                               choice but ... .       

Exam Tip
Sometimes the examiner might question what you have said
in Stage 5 or almost sound like they are disagreeing with you.
They sometimes do this in order to encourage you to expand
on your ideas and justify what you have just said. It’s a useful
way for them to see how well you can argue your point.
Don’t think that this is a negative thing as this is something
that we do all the time in a normal, natural conversation and
it doesn’t mean that you have done anything wrong. Just
respond to what they say in a clear natural way. Don’t forget
you can even change your opinion if you like as long as you
explain why you have changed your mind.

Stage 3

Stage 5

Model answer
Pay attention to how the two candidates interact with each other in the conversation below.

A:  So it looks like we are torn between Janet and Robert as our best two candidates for the job.
B:  That’s right. I mean they are both pretty strong candidates and qualified and experienced teachers.
A:  Do you think Janet’s unwillingness to teach grammar is a major problem though? I’m not sure that I’m
     comfortable with that.
B:  I suppose you are right in a way as the odd student wants some grammar instruction but to be honest 
     the majority of them would prefer not to have to study grammar at summer camp. 
A:  That’s a good point. But I think Robert’s real strength lies in the amount of years that he’s been a
    teacher and he’s worked in loads of summer camps.

B:  True. It’s always preferable to have someone that will just get on with the job and deal with anything
    that comes up with ease.

A:  It seems to me that we are leaning towards Robert then.
B:  Do you think we should be concerned about his lack of Italian?
A:  Not in the least, all the kids are at least lower intermediate in English and he’s used to working with
    international students.

B:  Right, in that case have we reached a final decision?
A:  Yep, Robert it is.

Model answer
What do you think a summer school can offer that regular classes cannot?
I have actually attended three summer schools so I know quite a lot about what they offer and how effective they are.
I believe one of the most important aspects of getting a big group of youngsters together is that it takes them out of
their family environment and gives them the opportunity to really find out more about themselves as individuals.
They are often presented with a wide range of activities that they may never have tried before and they mix with
other students from different social and even cultural backgrounds. From my own personal experience summer
camps offer the chance to form new friendships that may last for years if not a lifetime.

Most importantly don’t forget that you must always be able to justify your opinions with a valid reason.

Extra questions from 
the examiner for Stage 5

1. What problems might young people face when
   attending a summer school?
2. What do you think a summer school can offer that
   regular classes cannot?
3. How important do you think it is for young people
   to be taught a second language?
4. What are some of the most important qualities that
   a teacher needs to possess and why?
5. Do you think that anyone can be trained to be an
   effective teacher? Why/Why not? 

Test 11

54-64-Succeed ECPE 2021 - TESTS 11-12 SPEAKING SUPPLEMENT NEW_UNIT-01.QXD  1/29/2021  1:37 PM  Page 56



57

Test 11

Robert Jones 
The following is a list of some of Robert's qualifications 
and comments made by his former employer: 

•   Diploma in English Language Teaching / Certified English Language Instructor 
•   Master’s Degree in English Language (Brighton University)
•   has attended a variety of teaching seminars and workshops 
•   10 years experience (6 as English Language teacher)  
•   kind and social person / Honest and caring 
•   native speaker of English 
•   no knowledge of Italian

Sofia Conti 
The following is a list of some of Sofia's qualifications 
and comments made by her former employer:

•   Bachelor’s Degree in English Language and Linguistics (Cambridge University)
•   Certificate in Teaching Methodology 
•   6 years experience as an English teacher 
•   has worked in a summer camp twice before 
•   hardworking and ethical person / team player 
•   native speaker of Italian 
•   not very fond of helping with students’ social activities

SPEAKING TEST 11 English Language Instructors 

Candidate 1  
Information Sheet

SPEAKING
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Marios Ioannou 
The following is a list of some of Marios' qualifications 
and comments made by his current employer: 

•   Master’s Degree in Applied Linguistics and English Language Teaching 
    with Distinction (Nottingham University)
•   Diploma in English Language / Certificate in Language Awareness 
•   coauthor of Language teaching materials for beginners 
•   7 years of teaching experience / no experience in a summer camp 
•   responsible and trustworthy person / friendly and Helpful 
•   native speaker of Greek / adequate knowledge of Italian 
•   had discipline problems with very young students

Janet Robertson 
The following is a list of some of Janet's qualifications 

and comments made by her former employer:

•   Advanced Diploma in English Language (King's College) 

•   introductory Teaching Methods Certificate 

•   published articles in the Journal of English Language Teaching 

•   4 years experience in summer camps   

•   openminded and reliable person / outgoing and polite

•   native speaker of English / basic knowledge of Italian 

•   not ideal for teaching Grammar

SPEAKING TEST 11 English Language Instructors 

Candidate 2  
Information Sheet

SPEAKING
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Stage 2

Stages 1 & 2

Exam Tip
Sometimes in Stage 1 of the Speaking Test you will be asked about your future plans. This is
something that you can easily prepare for. Think about what your future plans might be even
if you don’t know for sure. Think about both short term and possible long term plans relating
to studies, career, personal life, your home, ambitions, travel etc. In this test you are asked
about your home so think about the area that you live in and the good and bad points about
it. Consider the type of building you live in and any outdoor space you may have. You can
also think of ways of talking about the style, decor and atmosphere of the building.

Exam Tip
In Stage 2 you need to summarize different apartments so you need to find ways of describing
the accommodation using the information that you have been given. As you know you will
have notes on two different places. When you summarize this information remember to use
your own words as much as possible by paraphrasing the information on the cards. When your
partner tells you about their apartments listen carefully to the information that they give you
and start to compare them in your mind with your accommodation options.

Stage 1

Model answer
Question: Do you live alone?

This is such a simple question that some students might panic and wonder how they can answer it fully, especially
if they do live alone. If you live with your family don’t just say things like, “No, I live with my parents and my
brother and sister.” You need to find a way to expand on your response in an interesting way. Read the model
answer and note how the student has coped with this question.

I have recently left home to go to university so now I am living alone for the first time. It’s been quite a difficult
transition to make because I still feel a bit lonely and homesick at times but I am slowly adjusting. It’s great to
have the freedom to do what I want when I want but I tend to put the TV on a lot just to provide myself with some
company. I don’t think I would like to live on my own for a long time as I’m a very sociable person on the whole.

If you live with other people you might give a response like this:

I actually live in a very noisy household as there are six of us in my family. Most of the time we get on fine with
each other but every now and again someone will have a falling out. I quite like the bustling atmosphere of the
house as there is always someone to talk to and we try to get together in the evenings for a family meal and
spend some quality time discussing our day. However, I must admit that there are times when I need to go out for
a walk on my own just to have a bit of ‘me’ time.

Model answer
My first accommodation option is in an area called Kassandra which is quite a distance from the
city center. This of course means that it is far from all the usual facilities and amenities. Having
said that, there is easy access to the metro so it wouldn’t be difficult to commute to the city. The
advantage of this location is that you get quite a lot for your money, ample parking space for two
cars and great sea views. It’s a fairly new build so it is in good condition and has modern heating
appliances. The two bedrooms have their own bathroom and there is a further family bathroom. 

ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR
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Time devoted to oral assessment: approx. 2535 minutes.
Candidates are examined in pairs by two Examiners. 
The Test contains five stages as follows: 

Stage 1: Introduction and warmup (35 minutes)
In this stage you are asked nonsensitive, factual background 
information (e.g. family, school, occupation, hobbies), or
questions relating to the theme of the speaking task. 

Potential questions:
�     Describe the place where you live.   
�      Do you live alone?  
�  If you could change something in your house what would 
     that be? 

�  Which room do you spend most of your time in?

Stage 2: Allow test takers to learn about the 
   decision they will make and get familiar 
   with the options.
In this stage the topic of the speaking task will be introduced
and instructions will be provided. 
Examiner 1:
• The two (three) of you work for a Home Real Estate company.
• You have been asked by them to select an apartment in 
   Salonica for a couple of newly weds who have just moved 
   into town.
• Your task is to select the best apartment, from a choice of 
   four. 
• Each of you will be given a sheet with brief notes about only 
   two of these apartments. 
• You will have about 2 minutes to read your sheet and 
   prepare a summary of each apartment. Then you will 
   present these two apartments to your partner. The goal is 
   for you both (all) to get information about the four (six) 
   apartments.

You may look at your sheet at any time, but you are not
allowed to read your partner’s sheet. Remember that you do
not need to memorize anything and that you may take notes,
if you wish, but there is no need for notes since you are free at
any time to ask your partner to repeat or clarify any of the
information he/she is presenting. If you have any questions
about the instructions, please feel free to ask. (Examiner 1
hands out information sheets.)
Examiner 1: When you are presenting each of your apart
ments to your partner, you should use your own words and
provide as much detail as you can, based on the information
you have been given. Listen carefully to your partner so that
you can give him/her your recommendation of the best apart
ment of the two he/she will present to you. 
(Candidate 1 presents his/her apartments and Candidate 2 
recommends one of these apartments and vice versa.) 
Examiner 1: Choose one of your two apartments and think of
reasons why you believe it is better. Remember that either
apartment  is good, but you need to select only one. 
(Candidates present their choice and explain their reasons.)

Stage 3: Consensus Reaching (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will work with your partner to choose the
best apartment by comparing and contrasting the two apart
ments, requesting and supplying information, negotiating
and providing reasons. 

Examiner 1: Now you will compare and contrast the apart
ment you have chosen with the one your partner has selected.
You will need to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of
each apartment. Your goal is to choose the best apartment.
Remember that either apartment is good, but you need to
select only one. You also need to give the reasons for your
final decision and explain why they are important. Remember
that you are not allowed to look at each other’s sheet. 
(Candidates work together and interact.)

Stage 4: Presenting & Convincing (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will formally present your final decision to
Examiner 2.
Examiner 1: Now, you will formally present your final decision
to Examiner 2 who plays the role of the director of the real
estate company. You will each need to present two different
reasons and explain why they are important. You will also
need to convince Examiner 2 that your choice is the best. After
your presentation, Examiner 2 will ask you some questions
about your decision. You can take 23 minutes to plan your
presentation and which reasons you will each present. You
may at this point read each other’s sheet.  

Stage 4a: Plan a presentation

Stage 4b: Make a formal, persuasive presentation
    that the option they have chosen is the 
    best one
(Candidates prepare a presentation of their recommendation 
and decide on the reasons each will present.) 
(Examiner 1 introduces Examiner 2.) 
Examiner 2: I understand that you have reached a decision and
you would like to give me your recommendation.  
(Candidates present their recommendation. Each presents two
reasons and justifies them.) 

Stage 5: Justifying & Defending (5-7 minutes)
In this stage you will be asked questions about the reasons 
you have provided to justify and defend your final decision.
Questions will depend on your responses. 
(Examiner 2 asks questions.)
(Candidates respond.)

(Examiner 2 closes the speaking test and thanks the candidates
for their presentation.)

SPEAKING

Test 12

54-64-Succeed ECPE 2021 - TESTS 11-12 SPEAKING SUPPLEMENT NEW_UNIT-01.QXD  1/29/2021  1:37 PM  Page 60



61

Test 12

Stages 3 & 4

ECPE SPEAKING TUTOR

Useful vocabulary and phrases  Describing a home
Use an EnglishEnglish dictionary to look up any words or phrases that you do not know.

The building
rundown in need of renovation
looking a bit tired do up
recently renovated in need of repair
in excellent condition as good as new
a show house hi‐tech
all mod cons luxurious
dream home spacious
open‐plan natural light
cosy gloomy
downsize take out a mortgage/loan
a sound/poor/risky/smart investment get a foot on the property ladder

The neighborhood
downtown on the outskirts suburban residential
housing estate close‐knit community on campus student digs
desirable/rough area low/high crime rate

Ex.A: Complete the sentences below using the correct form of some of the words or phrases above. The sentences might be
     useful to you during this Speaking test.

1.     I bought this old house as a ................................... that I could work on to then sell it at a profit.

2.     After the children grew up we decided to ................................ by selling our big house and buying a small bungalow.

3.     It can be difficult for young people to ...................................................... and buy their first home.

4.     We’ve managed to save a deposit to buy a flat and now we need to persuade the bank to let us .................................. .

5.     We always seem to need the lights on in our ..................................... basement apartment.

6.     This isn’t really a .................................... area as there are lots of offices and factories here.

7.     We couldn’t be happier with this apartment, it really is our ....................................... .

8.     The new houses aren’t finished yet but you are welcome to have a viewing of the ....................................... .

9.     It’s great living in a .................................... because all the neighbors look out for each other.

10.   The apartment is of an ...................... design so the whole of the ground floor is one big space with no individual rooms.

11.   I love living ................................... as I am in the heart of the city center.

12.   I don’t even know which buttons to press in this brand new ................................... kitchen.
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Test 12

Stage 5

Model answer
How might the benefits of living in the suburbs outweigh those of living downtown?

There are definitely some disadvantages to living in the suburbs such as less facilities and amenities
on your doorstep but in my opinion there are far more advantages to life in the suburbs. 
Firstly it is quieter, safer and less polluted. Also you get a lot more for your money when it comes to
buying a property. There is more chance of a strong community spirit in the suburbs as people tend
to know their neighbors and chat in their gardens. Usually there are good public transport facilities so
it is still easy to get to where you need to go to and if you own a car you can probably park outside
your home which is most likely impossible in the city center.

Extra questions from 
the examiner for Stage 5

1.    How might the benefits of living in the suburbs outweigh those of living downtown?
2.   How important is it to own your own home rather than renting?
3.   Do you think it is important to always live close to your family? Why/Why not?
4.   When different generations live under the same roof there is bound to be conflict. 
      To what extent do you believe this to be true? 
5.    What would be the perfect location for you to have a home and why?
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Apartment, Thessaloniki / Kassandra
The following is a list of some information about the apartment: 

•   first floor apartment of 100 square meters / 180,000 euros 
•   construction year: 2015
•   2 bedrooms (en suite), 1 bathroom,  
•   view of the sea / close to metro station 
•   individual heating and boiler 
•   two parking places, awnings, wooden floors  
•   long distance from Thessaloniki city center and shops

Maisonette, Thessaloniki / Kalamaria
The following is a list of some information about the apartment:

•   set over two levels / 130 square meters / 240,000 euros

•   very close to the sea front

•   3 bedrooms (one master), 2 bathrooms and attic 

•   panoramic view, corner spot / with pool and jacuzzi  

•   parking place, wood and marble floors, fireplace  

•   gas heating / security door 

•   not finished yet / to be ready by February 2021

SPEAKING TEST 12 Apartments

Candidate 1  
Information Sheet

Test 12
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Maisonette, Thessaloniki 
The following is a list of some information about the apartment:

•   set over 3 levels / 118 square meters / 200,000 euros 

•   close to shops

•   2 master bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, playroom 

•   next to a park

•   one parking place, 2 fireplaces, built in wardrobes  

•   individual heating / boiler and air conditioning 

•   needs some renovation

Apartment, Thessaloniki / Panorama 
The following is a list of some information about the apartment:

•   second floor apartment / 180 square meters / 260,000 euros 

•   nice price for this area

•   4 bedrooms (2 master), 2 bathrooms, 2 kitchens

•   airy, bright / amazing view 

•   central heating with own timer, natural gas  

•   ceramic floor tiles, parking place 

•   mountainous area / quite isolated

SPEAKING TEST 12 Apartments

Candidate 2  
Information Sheet

SPEAKING
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